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Rev. John S. McGee, Sermon Outlines 
Compiled by John David McGee 
July, 2023 
 

Introduction 
My dad’s first priority in his missionary role as  an “advisor,” was the development and nurturing of 
churches, and “mission stations,” which were locations where local residents had requested the 
establishment of a church.  Early during my parents’ second tour in Nigeria, which was the beginning of 
their residence and work at Igede-Ekiti (1949), they were confronted with the situation of there being 
only two or three ordained Nigerian pastors in their geographical  service area,  about half the size of 
North Carolina. Furthermore, they realized that in addition to  (seminary-educated) pastors not wanting 
to be located in a very rural, unfamiliar  and “undeveloped” part of the country, most local churches 
were financially unable to support a  “trained” minister.  My parents’ solution was to begin (1950), an 
annual “preachers’ school” (which they called a “pre-seminary class”)  at the Igede Mission, wherein 
each year (except for furlough years, and the years my dad was principal of the new Baptist High School 
in Igede) they offered about twelve months of training for a new group of ten to twelve young men who 
had been recommended from local churches.  Three or four students from this group were provided 
“housing” at the Igede Baptist Mission (14 acres), with the remaining numbers being provided places to 
stay in Igede itself (the Mission compound was about a half mile outside of the small town).   
 
The schedule (Monday through Friday) was a full morning of “classes,” which included Old and New 
Testament study (with the teaching initially shared by both my parents—years later, local ordained 
ministers would help with this); study of English (also, years later, with the help of local teachers); study 
of “church organization;” and practice in sermon-preparation.  In the afternoons, these students  would 
help with a variety of tasks and chores around the compound, for which they received “food money” 
each week.   The funds for this came directly from my parents.  Both my parents were emphatic 
promoters of “tithing;” however, while they would always contribute to the Sunday 
“offerings/collections” when they visited various churches, they did NOT give their “tithe” to any 
particular church.  Instead, they designated their “tithes” to the support of this training of church 
leaders, along with helping to  fund other “needs,” such as providing “matching” funds to encourage 
developing church groups who were raising funds for a building project; or to occasionally help certain 
students with paying their school fees, etc. 
 
Each year at the end of that particular training session, “students” who had successfully completed the 
program of study would be located at various places where congregation leadership was most needed.  
Some of these continued their pastoral duties as a career over many years.  Others, who were more 
skilled academically, went for further training at one of the half-dozen Baptist high schools, which led to 
the  opportunity for formal training at the Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary, in Ogbomoso.  Several 
of these “students,” years later, were able to come to the United States (under funding by the Nigerian 
Baptist Convention) for additional training (including earned degrees) at Baptist universities and 
seminaries. 
 
In regard to the “preaching” ministry of my dad, how he spoke in churches depended greatly on the 
situation.    Almost always in Nigeria, since neither of my parents were proficient in the local dialect, 
Yoruba, almost anytime they did public speaking required someone (local pastor or teacher) helping as 
an interpreter.  Consequently, what was said needed to be concise and brief (at least half the speaking 
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time was shared with the interpreter).    The EXCEPTION was when they may have been speaking to an 
English-speaking audience, such as when speaking to the students at the Ekiti Baptist Boys High School, 
and similar groups.   Over the years, I heard my dad speak in MANY different situations; in Nigeria, at 
small, very rural churches as well as much larger, more established churches;  in the States during our 
furloughs, at churches of all sizes; at Royal Ambassador camps, etc., etc.  In the U.S., regardless of the 
occasion, his focus would be on the work of “missions,” often accompanied (during evening services),  by 
“home movies” (16 mm, self-produced films),  and later, (35mm) slides.  During our furloughs, both my 
parents spoke in many churches, mostly in North Carolina, where they were very well known and 
received many invitations.  In these situations, Dad would strongly speak to the need for personal 
commitment to the work of “missions,” and, as well,  the need for churches to increase their support for 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s “Cooperative Program,” by which contributions (a percentage of the 
church budget) were distributed to local;  state (programs); national (Baptist institutions—seminaries 
and Convention-wide programs); and world-wide mission efforts. 

The ONE exception to the above preaching opportunities for my dad, was during their retirement (which 
began in 1978) when, for about six months, my dad served as “interim pastor” for a small church on the 
outskirts of Hendersonville, NC (a few miles from where they lived), the Brightwater Baptist Church.   
During the brief  time he and my mother were there (during 1992), they helped to re-build the small 
congregation, until the church was able to call a new pastor.  For these six months or so, Dad prepared 
sermons each Sunday, which were more typical of preaching that was both Biblical instruction and 
evangelical witnessing. 

At the core of Dad’s preaching, especially in the States, was his own testimony of having been converted 
at the age of eighteen, and his own personal “journey” that changed his life and made possible his 
missionary career, which continued all his life, including after retirement of active service in Nigeria.  His 
personal testimony and appeal for “missions” was a powerful and compelling “story” and, on occasion, 
resulted in “offerings” that my parents applied to various building projects in Nigeria.  For example, my 
mother’s home church, Grace Baptist Church in Durham, NC, gave ten-thousand dollars which was 
applied to the new church building at Ado-Ekiti (1960).   Much of the construction work at the Baptist 
Camp at “Warm Springs” Ikogosi (1962-72), was accomplished with funds received from friends in the 
U.S.; more than sixty-thousand dollars, as reported by my parents (The Reminiscence; Personal 
reflections and contributions by Rev. & Mrs. John S. McGee, to the development of Baptist Mission 
Work in Western Nigeria, p. 134). 
 
THIS COLLECTION of my dad’s “sermons”  (which I discovered in a folder of materials that I recovered 
from my parents’ office, when I cleaned out their house following the death of my dad in 1999), were 
kept by my mother, who was the “keeper of things” in our home.  Not one of these sermons is 
completely “written,” which is something my dad never did.  His method, regardless of where he was 
speaking, was to jot down some main points that he wished to express, as an outline, which he would 
complete with extemporaneous things he wished to add on the occasion.   I grew up thinking this was 
the way to “preach;” that is,  speaking (“inspirationally”) from brief “notes,” without the discipline of 
fully writing out was I wanted to say.  When I was a “ministerial” student at Mars Hill College (1960-64), I 
was foolishly “dismissive” of the pastor at the Mars Hill Baptist Church, where the minister not only 
wrote out his sermons, but also wrote out his prayers for the Sunday service.  At the time, it seemed to 
me that written prayers, especially, could hardly be “from the heart,” which was a notion from which I 
did not “escape” until my seminary years (Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1964-68).  
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Thus, ALL these sermon notes are OUTLINES; that is, brief points, which were the major focus for what 
Dad wished to say.   While the “details” and illustrations, etc., are missing, these notes do give clear 
focus on what Dad considered to be the most important points.  In that regard, simplicity does help to 
give clarity about what he  considered most important. 
 
Most of these sermon outlines are undated; therefore, their sequence in this collection is random, 
mostly in the order in which they were placed in the folder where they were found.  The exceptions are 
several sermons which reference specific churches in Nigeria, which I have placed first in the collection.  
Some of the other “messages” are also very likely to have been spoken in Nigeria, but that is unclear.  I 
am aware that Dad was invited to speak at the Nigerian Baptist Convention (1976), the year before they 
left Nigeria for retirement (1977),    Typically, I am positive THAT sermon was also NOT written out in 
detail;  however, I do recall that he “prepared” for months about what he wanted to say on that 
occasion; some main points, spoken from his heart, near the conclusion of his years in Nigeria.  My 
mother (following her own interest in preserving the history of their work)  recorded the message on a 
cassette recorder, but it was of such poor quality that I could hardly understand anything said.  However, 
among these notes is ONE sermon,  the outline of which  is carefully typed, with much more detail than 
usual, which I strongly suspect MAY have been his Convention address.   
 
In contrast to my mother  [who was a prolific writer; who kept records; initiated the writing of family 
letters; kept notes of her Bible study and meditations; wrote materials for the Nigerian Baptist 
Convention programs (e.g., Sunday School; Training Union; WMU; GAs, etc.); wrote pamphlets, tracts 
(some translated into Yoruba) and Bible study materials that she distributed for the cost of printing], my 
dad wrote mainly letters,  in response to letters he received.   This material is, to my knowledge, the best 
available insight into much of what he strongly believed, and wanted to share. 
 
In regard to the scanned materials which follow, my apologies for the poor quality of what is presented.  
However, please keep in mind that even the most readable documents, which are typed, are themselves 
not always of good quality.  A half-century ago, quality of typed materials depended on having good 
quality ribbons in the manual typewriters which, often, was not the situation.   
 
Most of Dad’s notes were hand-written, and his hand-writing, even at times a bit difficult for me, might 
initially appear to be unreadable to someone less familiar with it than I.  However,  in scanning, I did my 
best to make it as legible and as large as possible.  I feel that to see what he wrote in his own 
handwriting makes what he wrote even more credible, than if I simply typed out the notes.  Hopefully, 
this will not be a serious barrier to its usefulness. 
 
The fact remains that of all the materials that I was able to save from materials taken from my parents’ 
home, THIS collection is the best representation of my dad’s beliefs, and an actual representation of the 
messages he delivered both in Nigeria, and in the United States, after my parents’ retirement. 
 
In particular, I wish to express my deep appreciation for my mother’s commitment to preserving these 
documents; otherwise, there would be nothing to share. 
  
John David McGee 
July 20, 2023 
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One of the early groups of “pre-seminary” students, which held its classes on the front porch of the 
original (Donath-built) Baptist Mission residence, at Igede-Ekiti (seen in background). 
 
NOTE:  Behind the students, who are on the front steps of the Mission residence, is the large, screened, front 
porch, where the classes were held during the mornings, Monday through Friday.  There was a large, table-tennis 
table on the porch, around which the students sat during their classes.  Later, these classes were moved to the 
“round building,” at the edge of the yard on the east side of our house (see below, in background). 
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One of the (early 1950s) “pre-seminary” classes, at the Baptist Mission residence, Igede-Ekiti 
 



11 
 

                        
An early group of “pre-seminary” students with Rev. Makanjuola, pastor at Araromi Baptist Church, Igede, who 
assisted with instruction. Emmanuel Akinleye is on back row (viewer’s left). Rev.  Amos Omoresemi is second to 
his left.  Rev. Akinleye, on NB Convention scholarship, completed his B.A. at Oklahoma Baptist University, and 
graduate degree at SBTS, Louisville, KY; returning to be on the faculty of NBTS, Ogbomoso (1976).  

            In 
front of the second Mission residence at Igede Mission, is a group of “pre-seminary” students, with Rev. McGee 
and Mr. John B. Hill, whose family arrived at Igede in April, 1956, to assist with the opening of the Baptist High 
School.  (Photo around 1960) 
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A gathering of (Ekiti and Ondo) pastors, on the steps of the chapel at the Nigerian Baptist Convention Camp, at 
(“Warm Springs”) Ikogosi.  (Photo around 1969-70) 

 

Rev. McGee,  at Araromi Baptist Church, Igede-Ekiti, with Rev. Oye Otegbola, pastor.  Rev. Otegbola was a “pre-
seminary” student; pastored a church afterwards; then completed his secondary training; graduated from 
NBTS,Ogbomoso; became pastor at Araromi; during which he did one year of training at SBTS, Louisville, KY. 
(Photo, 1972) 
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Rev. McGee at First Baptist Church, Ondo, with interpreting help from the pastor. 

 

Rev. McGee, at one of the churches in Igede, shortly before leaving for retirement (1977). 
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McGees at First Baptist Church (Odogede), Igede-Ekiti (summer of 1972; photo by John David) 
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God’s Eternal Light   John 1:1-12 
Introduction:  Why we are here 

1.  Jesus is Creation 
1)  The world was created through Him 
2) He was the first born of all creation 
3) God knew that man would sin—therefore He made preparation from the 

very beginning 
2.  Men remained in darkness before Jesus came 

1) Men’s love for sin has kept him in darkness 
2) Evil lurks at night.  It cannot be brought into light 

3. The eternal light has come 
1) Those who have not come to that light are in darkness 
2) They are trying to walk through this world feeling their way like a blind 

man 
3)  The Brilliant Light has come.  There were small lights before. 



18 
 

 

Before the coming of Jesus, God overlooked man’s sins, but now he has asked 
men everywhere to repent.  Sin can no longer be overlooked.  Darkness can no 
longer be excused.  The guilt of sin and darkness is upon us. 

4. How does this light come upon us? 
1) The Church holds the torch high.  Take the church out of the world and see 

how dark it is. 
2) Individual Christians in new living and testimony holds the torch high. 
3) God’s word is a means of leading men to this light. 

5. We are here this week to lead men into the light. 
Do you walk in darkness?  Then, come to the light. 
    A city set on a hill cannot be hid(den). 
    Let your light shine. 
    We are saints of light. 
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In the folder of (McGee sermon) documents were two notebooks such as this, which I identified as 
Notebooks #1 and #2. 
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Ogbe Baptist Church—Benin 
     “The Price of a Revival” 
Chronicles II  7:14:    If my people called by my name: 
Introduction:  Soloman and his relationship to the House of God 

1. For years men had given of their means and of their own labors to build the 
house of God. 

2. The time of dedication had come. 
3. They had a beautiful temple. 
4. They had given of their labors and money to build the house of God. 
5. But all of this was not sufficient. 

I. Need of a spiritual Revival 
1. In the whole world 
2. In Nigeria 
3. In Benin 
4. In this church 
5. In our own lives 
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II. The means of a great Revival: 
1. If my people 
2. Who are called by my name 
3. Will humble themselves 
4. And pray 
5. And turn from their evil ways 
6. And seek my face 

III. The Results of such a Revival: 
1. I will hear their prayers 
2. I will heal their land 
3. He will open the windows of heaven 
4. God will forgive our sins.  God will remove from us the guilt of sin 
5. God will revive our church 
6. He will redeem His people 

Conclusion:   Are we willing to pay the price for such a revival? 
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NOTE:  This is simply a note, from July 17, 1956, at Ikogosi-Ekiti, apparently from Rev. J. O. Oyedele, 
regarding the sale of some Bibles and hymn books. 

  Rev. J. O. Oydele (Pastor at Ile-Oluji, and Ikogosi) 
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“The Light of the world” 
1.  John 1:1-18 
2. Introduction:  Jesus was in the beginning.  He was known as the “word.” The 

world was created through Him.  All things were made by Him, and without 
Him not anything was made that was made. 

3. In Him was life.  We find in Jesus the true lift.  This life was the light of men. 
4. This light shone in darkness and the darkness could not put it out. 
5. John the Baptist bore witness to the light, that man through Him might 

believe. 
6. He was in the world, but the world knew him not.  He came to his own 

people, and they received him not. 
7. But to as many as believed, to them gave He the power to become the sons 

of God. 
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8. The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.  Men beheld His glory, and 
He was full of Grace and truth. 

9. Conclusion: 
You and I are living in an age of spiritual darkness.  Man’s physical eye may 
be open,  but his spiritual eyes are closed. 
     If you were lost in the bush in the night, and a light would suddenly 
spring up, would you follow the light? 
     Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”  He also said that ye (you) are 
the light of the world. 
     As Jesus shines in our lives, we reflect Christ to others. 
     If you are in darkness, I hope this will be the day when you will come to 
know Jesus as the Light of the World. 
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“The Man Who Had Nothing to Say” 
           The Wedding Supper 

1. The simple story re-told 
2. The King was honoring his son 
3. They all made excuses 
4. The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto the parable 

1) God has made preparation 
2) He has sent his son into the world to die for the world 
3) He has sent his servants to invite men to come into the kingdom 
4) Men have refused him 
5) They have made their excuses 
6) Marriage—land—property 
7) The real excuse was that they wanted to order their own lives; and have 

nothing to do with God. 
1. The testing time came 
2. They were not prepared.  Time and time again Jesus warned them. 
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3. Dramatize the supper, and the man standing in his filthy garment. 
    God will provide a garment for all who attend the wedding feast. 
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1. Sunday School Conference 
August 5-6-7 (NOTE: Likely in 1960, when my parents assumed this 
responsibility from the previous missionaries, Rev. & Mrs. Adams—see p. 
113; The Reminiscence, An Amazing Story.) 

2. Revival meetings 
3. Training Union; study courses in August 
4. I take over the Kabba Provinces this year, along with the Akoko District 
5. If I get into one church a Sunday, it will take over 1 ½ years to be in all the 

churches.University fund 
High School fund 
Camp fund 
Convention fund 
    (NOTE:  These notes suggest that my father would be providing some 
information about these funds (being supported, it seems, by each of the 
Associations).  
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OUR Boys and Girls 
We cannot neglect. 
 

1. It is a humanity too precious to lose.  
2. It is a Savior too wonderful to hide. 
3. It is a Mission too important to neglect. 
4. An adventure too thrilling to miss. 
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Spiritual Blindness 
1. He was; has been; and is in the world. 
2. The world was made through Him. 
3. But, the world knew Him not. 

They were looking for a leader who would give social reform and political 
advantage.  But for spiritual things, they had no desire and in a spiritual 
mission they could see no hope. 
This is characteristic of our generation. 
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The second reason was that life was full and interesting and He got pushed out 
(No time for God) 
There has never been a time in history when the masses received Jesus.  And 
likely there never will be.  Only a few in any generation have followed Him.  It 
takes courage to follow Jesus. 
   We had (would) rather have the claims of the world upon us, then the claims of 
Christ.  Jesus offended the people of his day.  He said, “Blessed are they who take 
no offence in me.” 
    Some people feel at home only in the dark.  They shrink back into the dark 
when the light shines.  Light reveals.   
    Pathetic.  He came to His own “house,” and his own received him not. 
    But, some did receive Him. Something more than a revelation (continued next 
page) 
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…happened.  Nothing less than a new creature.  God has passed on to His creature 
(e.g., mankind) something of His own nature.  We have the possibility of growing 
up into His Characteristic. 

    The people of His day had no real (way ??). 
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Standing at the Door, Knocking 
The words of Jesus echoing down through the centuries. 
    Science may be able to pick the words of Jesus and the prophets up some day. 
    They have been picked up. 
    The voice of God on the ether (??) waves; 
    Gadgets to pick up the sound; 
    They are echoing now and filling this room with vibration. 
    If anyone whether teacher; pupil; or anyone else will hear, he will know the 
truth, and the truth will make him free. 
(continued, next page) 
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Giving sight to the blind; saving those who were lost. 
IV. I like to think of him as he was nailed to the tree for my sins. 
V. I like to think of him as he was raised from the dead, and is now the 

ever-living, reigning Savior. 
VI. But most of all, I like to think of him as the Compassionate Christ—

standing at the door, knocking. 
1. My own experience (my father’s own testimony) 
2. Jesus saved me from my sins. 
3. He came in to live with me; for these 24 years now,  I have walked 

with Him. 
(Note: My father was converted at age eighteen; therefore, this 
would have been when he was about age 42, or around 1955.) 
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(NOTE:  This appears to be a duplicate of the previous page (p. 33). 
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(NOTE:  This, also, appears to be a duplicate of the previous two pages (pp. 33; 34). 
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The Compassionate Christ 
1.  I like to think of Jesus in Creation 
2. I love  to think of Him as He led the Children of Israel.   
3. I love to think of him as he is pictured by Isaiah, the Prophet. 

1) He shall grow up as a tender plant 
2) There was no beauty that we should desire (of) him 
3) He is despised and rejected of men 
4) A man of sorrows, acquainted with grief 
5) He was despised, and we esteemed him not 
6) Surely, He has born our sorrow, and carried our griefs. 

(Continued, next page) 
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7) We did esteem him stricken; smitten of God; and afflicted. 
8) But He was wounded for our sins 
9) He was bruised for our iniquities.  The chastisement of our peace was 

upon Him; with His stripes we are healed 
10) All we like sheep have gone astray 
11) We have turned, every man, to his own way 
12) The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all 
13) He was oppressed and afflicted, but He opened not his mouth 
14) He was taken as a lamb before its shearers, and as a sheep to the 

slaughter 
15) He was cut our of the land of the living for the transgression of my 

people 
16) This is my Savior 

II. I like to think of Him as He walked among his fellow men; healing the sick; 
cleansing the lepers (see back page—NOTE: Not included here). 
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God’s Plan for redeeming Man 
The Great Miracles 
1. God came into human flesh. 

     Jesus born of the Holy Spirit 
     Without an earthly father 
     Heaven and earth met in Jesus Christ.  Jesus was human, and yet Jesus was 
divine. He was God in the human flesh. 
     God could not reveal himself to man, except (unless) they could see him in 
human form (?).  Before this time it was not possible for men to (see/know) 
God.  Jesus said we that (who) hath seen the father hath seem me. This stands 
as one of the three greatest miracles, and believe (?) it is true and happened 
just like it is said to have happened. 

  II.    The next great miracle is the resurrection of the Body of Jesus, as the first 
fruits  (continued) 
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…of all who will be resurrected. 
1. This is an established fact in history 
2. How God could perform such an act is beyond our power to understand.  

This was not mere magic.  It was the power of God. 
3. God raised Him from the dead.  We, too, shall be raised from the dead.  This 

gives hope to man. 
4. Tell something of the crucifixion, and the burial experience. 

III.  A modern miracle:  Is God still performing miracles?  Yes. 
1.  How God can take a young man who never had a chance in life, and made a 

great saint out of him is a modern miracle. 
2. Case examples: 

1) A boy was a (???) 
2) An idol worshipper 

(Continued)  
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3) (A medicine man 
4) A man steeped in (Mohammadism??) (Musllim?) 
5) One who worships the God of Education 
6) The drunkard 
7) The thieves; murderers; adulterers 
8) This is a miracle of our day.  We are changed from death to light.  We 

become new creations. 

Have you witnessed this modern miracle in your own life? 

This is the questions you will have to answer. 
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NOTE:  In THIS notebook, about mid-section, and at the end, there are these lists 
of names, the purpose of which is unclear.  There is a date, JULY 16, 1956 (e.g., see 
p. 38; 39, etc.), but there seems to be no given location or reason for these lists. 
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(NOTE:  Same as the previous page (p. 51). 
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(NOTE:  Pages 43-46, are similar to the previous pages.) 
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The revealer of God, and the giver of Sonship to those who believed in His Divine 
Mission. 
    We see His eternity—in the beginning 
   His fellowship with God—the Word was with God 
   His Divine Nature—the Word was God 
 
Without Jesus, not anything was made that was made.  Jesus was the life given 
Power—All created life 
Paul (Romans 3:20)  For the invisible things of Him are clearly seen from the 
creation of the world—Even the eternal Powers and Godhead;  so they are 
without excuse. 
   Light gives life into the world 

1) The sun give light for natural things. 
2) Jesus gives light for spiritual Life. 

(Continues) 
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The light shines in order that we might see life—see the giver of life 
    There is always the life and death struggle between light and darkness 
    The light shineth in Darkness, and the Darkness could not put it out. 
    Darkness has no power over light. 
    The light always triumphs in darkness.  Even a small light disperses darkness. 
    This darkness has to do with the state of mind—The gods of this world have 
blinded us to the things of the spirit. 
     To see God is a mental perceptibility.  We see God with our minds—and not 
with our eyes. 
     If our minds have been darkened, we cannot see God.    (Continued) 
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When a person says,  “I cannot see,” he may be acknowledging spiritual or mental 
blindness. 
    John the Baptist was sent, but only to give testimony.  He was not sent in the 
same way that Jesus was.  He was to bear witness to the light.  Grace and truth 
was to come through Jesus Christ. 
    All who believe (accept) Him have the power to become the Children of God. 
    WE who were dead in our sins—a slave to the world—were brought into the 
family of God, by Jesus Christ. (Continued) 
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Man has no other Savior; nor does he need another. 

 

 

This is the second notebook which was part of this collection of documents. 
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The Power of His Resurrection 
Philippians 3:1-20 
Introduction:  Paul’s warnings to the Philippian church 
1. Paul pointed out the danger of false teachers and those who would deceive. 
2. Paul warned of a legalism 
3. He warned those who had a religion based on “works.” 
I. If “works” could same any man, Paul could have been saved. 

1. He could have been a member of any church 
2. He was a man of knowledge, but his “knowledge” could not save him 
3. He was of a renown linage; (but) that could not save him 
4. He had great zeal, and put   (continued) 
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…to death those in the Christian way.  All of this he counted but loss, that he might 
find Christ. 

5. He had given up everything in this world, that he might find Christ. 
He had turned over to Christ every key to his heart. 

II. Paul’s eternal longing, and the secret of his own life. 
1. The secret behind every great life:  Moses and the “burning bush.” 
2. Isaiah—in the house of God 
3. Nicodemus—and a night spent with Christ 
4. Abraham Lincoln—before a slave block 
5. A night on the “mountain top” (NOTE: Dad’s own experience, during his 

college years) 
6. The knowledge of a risen Lord 

III.  Paul desired to know Christ, in the power of His resurrection.  How could 
he know him? 
(continued) 
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1) Paul spent three years with Christ in the desert. 
2) He was caught up into the “third Heaven,” and experienced a risen Lord.  

So glorious was His presence that he could not tell it to anyone, lest they 
misunderstand him. 

3) Paul knew Jesus in the fellowship of his suffering, if any man ever knew 
him (enumerate). 

IV. But,  you may say, “What does this mean to me?”  It means a whole lot.  
How can we know Christ in the power of his resurrection? 
1) We must know Him in the fellowship of his suffering.  We must pass 

over the brook, “Kidron,” into the Garden of Gethsemane. 
2) He died on the cross for everyman 
3) We, too, must die on the cross.  Our sins must be nailed to the cross. 

(Continued) 
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3. There must be a deep longing in our heart to be freed from our sins. 
4. There must be a deadly (sincere ?) sorry for our sins. 
5. We must confess our sins and do them no more 
6. If we should know him in the power of His resurrection, we must partake in 

the plan of redemption. 
7. As Jesus suffered for a dying world we, too, must die if it need be for lost 

humanity. 
8. Like the Parable of the “hidden pearl;” or the “treasure hid in the field;” we 

must sell all and buy the “precious treasure.” 
9. One of the deadly sins of our age is “religion without sacrifice.” 
10. We would like to have God’s best, but we are not willing to pay the price for 

it.  (Continued) 
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This is the secret of the life with Christ. 
(Hymn) 
O, Master, let me walk with thee 
In (?) path, of service free; 
Tell me the secret, help me hear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care 
 
Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 
In closer, dearer company. 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong 
In trust that triumphs over wrong. 
 
In hope that sends a shinning ray 
Far down the future’s broadening way, 
In peace that only Thou cans’t give, 
With Thee, O Master, let me live.” 
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God’s Great Invitation to Salvation 
1. Isaiah 1:18   Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though 

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.  Though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be like wool. 

2. Isaiah 55:1-2:  Everyone that thirsts, come to the water; and he that has no 
money, come…and eat. 

3. Matt. 11:28-30:  Come unto me all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am “meat,” 
and “barley;” and y shall find rest for your souls. 

4. Revelation 22:17:  And the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come;” and let him 
that heareth say, “Come;” and whosoever will let him take of the water of 
life freely.  (Continued) 
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Above are some notes at this point in the notebook,  regarding finances [at the 
top, 2 pounds and ten shillings (West African currency) for a “bicycle”]. 
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The Mystery of Faith and Religion was revealed:  “The curtain was rent in twain 
(two) from top to bottom.” 

There was so much mystery that surrounded man’s relationship to God—up to 
this time. 

There is mystery in every pagan faith. 

Even in branches of the Christian faith there is mystery:  Roman Catholicism; 
Jehovah’s Witnesses; many of the apostolic faiths. 

(Even) The Baptist have sought to remove the mystery to the Christian faith. 

1. Ours is a New Testament faith 
2. Ours is a historical faith 
3. Ours is a simple faith 
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1) We are open to be read of all men 
2) We are equal before God 
3) We do not make the minister one thing, and the people another. 
4) Our services are open to all, and are closed to none 

We ask and expect all our people to take part in the work of the church in 
some form—(although) not all do it. 
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Matthew 16: 23-28;  Hebrews 2: 3-4 

Questions which must be answered 

1. How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? 
2. So great a salvation.  Recall what God has done in Christ 

1) Man sinned, and became a fallen creature 
2) The might works of God—climaxing in the death and resurrection of Jesus 

3. Second question 
What shall it profit a man if he should gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?  Or, 

4. What would a man give in exchange for his soul? 
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   The Bible is an instrument of Emancipation.  As soon as men and women begin 
to read it, they become emancipated (free) from darkness; from sin;  from fear;  
from every evil that retards their being what God intended for them to be. 
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The Super Meaning of the Christian Faith. 
Introduction 

1. A deep sense of need 
2. The sense of forgiveness 
3. A sense of God’s Love for us 
4. A sense of God’s Presence 
5. A sense of God’s Purpose 
6. A sense of destiny—Heaven is our home.  (Example) The old mother who 

wants to see Jesus; the old woman who was waiting for Jesus to come. 
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Walking Uprightly – The Lord who is our Deliverer 

I. Our help in ages past—God has always cared for His own 
II. Our hope in years to come 

1) We can afford to go hungry 
2) We can afford to go without the “essential” things of life, etc. 
3) We cannot afford to die without Christ, and without hope 

III. To be a Christian is NOT assurance that we will not suffer; not go hungry; 
not be killed in war.  It DOES mean that we have hope in the life to come.  
We have God’s presence with us, in life and in death. 
If man is to survive on this planet, he must have to live with his fellow 
man. 

The test of Christianity can be determined by: 
1. One’s attitude toward his fellow man 
2. One’s attitude toward God 
3. One’s attitude toward the church 
4. One’s attitude toward that which is sacred 
5. One’s attitude towards prayer 
6. One’s attitude towards the word of God 
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NOTE: This is a regular Sunday bulletin for the church which my dad was 
(“supply/interim”) pastor for a few months during 1992.  Perhaps many of the 
sermon outlines which follow were given at this location, although there is 
evidence that some may have been written in Nigeria  (some of the notes were 
written on the backs of papers which suggests they may have been in Nigeria at 
the time). 
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Bulletin, p2 
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Bulletin, p3      NOTE: The reference to my daughter, Erin McGee, is because she 
was spending the summer with my parents, following her second year of college, 
during which time she was earning money by working at a G.E. Electric company 
in Hendersonville, which produced light bulbs. 
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By the way— 

The reason for missions 

1. All men are sinners and separated from God 
2. Man apart from Jesus Christ is eternally lost 
3. Jesus is not willing that anyone should perish 
4. Man has no means of knowing God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ, 

aside from the word of God 
Jesus said—Go—Give—Pray 
 
 

 



70 
 

 

(Left column) Text:  Romans 10 (?—not clear) 

We are co-laborers; we who send, and those who go. 
(from Dr. Paul Tillich) The greatest threat to (the) American church 
    Only the Christian faith can satisfy the deeper longings of the soul 
(from Dr. Emil Brunner)  The greatest sin to the Christian church is the failure to 
give the gospel to the world, and to itself. 
    The desire of the people exceeds their ability to acquire.  They demand things 
from their leaders, who often cannot give.  This causes unrest in the land. 
(NOTE: The right column quotes from Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. 
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What I have discovered in the word of God 

1. I have discovered Jesus, and in Him I have seen what I was; 2) what I am—
what I would like to be—and what I shall be. 
I first saw the portrait of a sinful man (myself).  God’s word: 1) is like a mirror 
2) like a knife 3) like a hammer 

1) I saw the love of God 
2) I saw the father hand of God 
3) I saw the Savior hand of God 

I saw victory over defeat 
I saw life over death 
I saw love over hate 
I saw goodness over evil 

God’s word shows us what sin is like. 
Beyond the written word we find the living word.   God has placed man on the 
side of the eternal.  How can he find peace and joy, when he lives his life in death 
and hell? 
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NOTE:  This appears to be an announcement which Dad wrote on the back of his 
sermon, as a reminder. 

“If you have anyone whom you would like for us to see, write name and address.” 
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(At the bottom) “Let God have our life. He can do more with it than you can.” 
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1. As a pastor—In Texas—our approach 
2. In Louisville—our method.  The results 

NOTE:  The notes at the bottom, refer to Dad’s (part-time, weekend)  pastorate 
during his last two years at Baylor University, at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
(Texas), where he and my mother were married; and his pastorate at Fairdale 
Baptist Church in Louisville, KY (while he and my mother were taking classes at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary), during their two years prior to being 
appointed as missionaries to Nigeria,  by the SBC, Foreign Mission Board (April, 
1945).  In the summer of 1945 (August), my parents and I (as a small child, age 
two), began our  journey to Nigeria, immediately following the conclusion of 
World War II, a trip that took more than seventy (70) days. 
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“Rediscovering the Bible”  God’s Eternal Contemporary 
Introduction:  The world’s Best Seller 

1. The Book of the ages 
2. Men who wrote the Books 
3. The purpose for which it was written 

1) It is the “cradle” or the “manger” in which Jesus can be found 
2) It is the revelation of God 
3) It is His story—of God’s dealing with man 
4) It is the blue print for our life 
5) It would be as foolish to try to build a cathedral without a blue print, as to 

try to build a life without God’s word. 
6) We could not know God without it. 

4. The authority of God’s word 
1) God breathed upon those,  who wrote it 
2) He still breathes upon us, who read it 
3) The Bible alone can speak with authority—the Church is too divided 
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1. (2.) The power of God’s word 
1) It is always on the cutting edge of life—saying much to us we cannot 

hear 
2) It pulls down barriers between men and more (?); slaves and free; male 

and female; and says you are one in Christ 
3) The Bible takes its place on every moral issue, and is always on the 

winning side. 
2. (3.) If everything else on earth should fail, we could take the Bible and 

rebuild civilization upon it. 
3. (4.) It is the rock from which we are hewn.  It is a fountain from which we 

quench our thirst. 
4. (5.) It is the word of redemption 

1) You and I have never seen God.  But I hold in my hand His love letter.  I 
know Him. 

2) This book has produced me. 
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A Sure Foundation—Christ the Solid Rock 
1. Jesus the Central figure in History—The greatest man ever lived.  He imparts 

that greatness to us. 
2. God visited His world in the person of Jesus 
3. Jesus revealed to us what God is like 
4. Jesus has become the Savior of the world 
5. He has also become the Savior of our lives 
6. What can Jesus do with a life given to him 
7. Some of the greatest people on earth had humble beginnings 
8. His presence is ever with us 
9. He is my life 
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All the armies—all the  (“rulers”)—all the kings ever lived have not blessed 
humanity as this one has. 

10. He is the water of life that  can quench our spiritual thirst.  He is the bread of 
life from which we can satisfy our hunger. 

11. Once having known Him, we can never leave Him or cease to serve Him. 
12. Does Jesus live in you?  Is He the Lord of your life?  These are the questions 

that make the difference. 
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“Growing into Christian Maturity      John 14:15-26 

Introduction: 
1. A sense of need 
2. A sense of God’s forgiveness 
3. A sense of God’s love 

The essence of Christianity: 
     To know that God loves me—and 
     To know that I love Him 
     I spill over into the lives of others 

4. A sense of His presence 
We can never feel alone in this universe 

5. A sense of purpose 
Why am I here, anyway? 

6. A sense of destiny 
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  We give as God gave.  We give ourselves.  This is the greatest gift. 

1. The wise men brought them their wisdom 
2. The Rich brough him their gifts 
3. The shepherds paid Him homage 

This miracle God wrought in human history 
At last man has a redeemer—one who can save him from his sins. 
When we open our hearts and let Jesus come into our hearts—we come to 
understand God’s greatest gifts. 
   This Jesus stands at our hearts’ door—knocking.  Let Him in. 
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Scrpture:  John 14:  15-21 

Intro:  Growing into Christian nature 
1. A sense of need 
2. A sense of God’s forgiveness 
3. A sense of God’s love 
4. A sense of His presence 
5. A sense of purpose 
6. A sense of destiny 
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The Bible and You 
     Romans 1:14-20 
     Psalms 119:9; 105 
     Hebrews 1: 1-2 
Intro:  The Bible is a sure foundation 
           Jesus Christ—a sure foundation 
1. We find God in the Bible—It is the cradle, in which Jesus is found 
2. We find ourselves in the Bible 
3. We find the true worth of humanity 
4. We find the meaning of history 
5. We find our own place in the will of God 
6. The Bible is a chart (“guide”).  It does for us what a maze (?—“measuring 

tool”) does for a trowel (tool for a bricklayer);  for what the compass does for 
a sailor. 

7. We find revealed in it the only true way of life.  It is a thing to live by. 
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II.  Symbols of God’s word 
1. It is a critic—a judge  (Hebrews 4:12) 
2. A lamp  (Ps. 119:105 
3. As food  (Job 23:12)  I consider it more than food 
4. As a mirror—WE behold him as in a mirror 
5. A fire 
6. A hammer 
7. As a sword—Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God 
8. As seed 

There is a growing hunger in our world for the word of God 
1. Men cannot direct their lives by little pamphlets  
2. The great nations are founded upon it 
3. Great men are founded upon it. 
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A life that might have been, but was Not 

    Remember:  It is sooner than you think 
    Seize the day—you cannot hold it 
    One had better plan for tomorrow, lest they be haunted by regrets, or pursued 
by might-have-beens. 
   If one is not ready for the day, he cannot seize it. 
   All meditative literature has lingered upon the brevity of life. 
John:  Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle 
The Psalmist: My day is like a shadow 
I you neglect the bloom of youth, you will destroy the flower of old age. 



88 
 

 

NOTE:  This appears to be a typed summary of the three (3) previous, handwritten 
pages. 
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Three major  sources of error in relation to missions: 
1. Ignorance—which produces indifference 
2. Confusion—which produces complacency 
3. Deception—which produces distraction 
We can be missionary in: 

1. Prayer 
2. In giving, and leading our people to give 
3. We can go in person 

It takes $100,000 (US dollars) (for) Southern Baptists to produce one foreign 
missionary, and $15,000.00 to keep him on the (mission) field.   
Foreign and home missions is expensive work. 

Hindrance to the progress of missions: 
1. Apathy on our part 
2. Anti-Americanism and 3. Nationalism—on their part 
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My work as a Christian in our church 

1. I am to be an example of what a Christian should be. 
This involves: 

1. An example in my living 
2. An example in my giving 
3. An example in  my service 

1) By serving in the church 
2) By soul winning 

4. I must know what my church believes 
To do this: 

1) I must study my Bible 
2) I must study the doctrines of my church 

2. The church should be an example 
1) It must be sure that the New Testament teachings are carried out 
2) WE must find out the New Testament way of carrying on the church 

program 
3. We must sponsor the organizations that help to build Christian knowledge 

and character. 
Sunday School; WMU; Training Union; R.A.; G.A.; prayer meetings, etc. 

4. We must support our association and convention: 
1) With our presence 
2) With our money 
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What Baptists Believe about the Bible 

1.  It is the word of God.  This should be explained 
1) God’s way of revealing Himself to man 
2) Revelation:  It’s purpose is to lead men and women to God 
3) It teaches us how to live and what God would have us do.  It is our guide 

book. 
4) It is the window through which we look to see God. 

2. Inspiration:  God used men inspired of Him 
1) They were men who lived close to God 
2) God breathed His Spirit into them 
3) They wrote as God directed them 

3. God gives guidance to His children 
1) Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, God leads us, and reveals Jesus 

and God’s plan to us.  This is why we study the Bible. 
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The authority of the Bible 

1. This is one of the fundamental beliefs of the Baptist—others  do also (The 
Catholic view) 

2. It is God’s message.  WE believe that every Baptist should read the Bible for 
himself 
We are willing to put the Bible in the hands of all people. 

We believe the Bible is sufficient: 1)  It helps us to know God; 2) It leads us to see 
what Christ has done for us; and 3) it helps us to understand our relationship to 
our fellow man. 

We cannot have a change of faith without a change of heart. 
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1. What following Christ means: 1) It implies repentance; 2) it implies faith in 
Him; it implies intimate life with Him.  It seeks to live in Christ. It means to 
make our life, His life; His mind; His love; His faith; His suffering; His cross.  It 
means to be raised from our dead selves.  This is what it means to be called 
Christ(ian) (in) our Religion. 

2. Disciples for Christ: Is to be His witness; His disciple; His servant. 
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The man, Jesus 

1. Who has believed our message? 
2. To whom has the “arm of the Lord” been revealed? 

So much of our humanity knows little or nothing about Him. 
3. The tenderness of Jesus 

1) Like a tender shoot; or, a root out of the dry ground 
4. He was not a handsome man; just an ordinary person; no one would be 

attracted to Him 
5. He was despised, and forsaken of (by) man 
6. A man or sorrows, and acquainted with grief—sparrows have nests; foxes have 

holes to live in; but, Jesus had no place where he could lay his head. 
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(Continued) 
He had to borrow everything he had. 
7.  Men hid their faces from him. 
8. He was despised; men did not honor Him 
9. He bore our grief, and our sorrows He carried away 
10. We see Him stricken; smitten of God; and afflicted 
11. He was pierced through, for our transgressions; crushed for our sins; by his 

scourging we are healed 
12. All of us like ship, have gone astray 
13. Each of us has turned to his own way 
14. But our sins have fallen on Him 
15. He was oppressed, and was afflicted, yet He did not open his mouth.  Like a 

lamb to the slaughter and like a sheep, silent before its shearers, He did not 
open His mouth. 

16. By oppression and judgment He was taken away 
17. He was cut out of the land of the living 
18. For the transgressions of my people to whom the strokes were due 
19. He will justify many, and will bear our sins. 
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20. He poured out himself to death 
21. He will justify man, and will bear our sins 
22. He was numbered with the transgressions, and bore the sins of many 

This is the man, Jesus. 
What does He mean to you? 
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(NOTE: Copy of the previous page) 
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The Church  (Matthew 16) 
1. The beginning of the Church 

1)  Born in the mind of God 
2) Born of intense suffering 

a) Jesus died for the church 
b) Martyrs of the early church 

3) The world struggle 
2. The Church in world history 

1) Its impact upon the Roman Empire 
2) Its impact upon the religion systems of its day 
3) It has stood the test—although divided 
4) It has survived war and pagan forces 
5) Little men have set themselves against it, but of no avail—the Church moves on 

3. Work of the Church 
1) To evangelize the world    2) To unify man   3) To teach God’s truth  4) To edify Christians 

4. The worth of the church   1) It has inspired men to live noble lives  2) It has inspired men to write 
noble books and fine art 
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It has built civilizations 
It has deepened culture and refined it 
It is the world’s conscience 
If it had not been for the Church, where would have you and I been today? 
The Church is one foundation, with Jesus Christ the Lord 
It demands all that I have. 
It demands all that you have. 
It demands all that the world has. 
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Sin and its Remedy 
Faith and Repentance 
John 3:1-12;  4:17      Acts 2:38     

I.  The origin of sin 
II. The nature of sin 

1) That which prevents the gift of “sonship” and the entrance into the 
enjoyment of eternal life in Him 
a) Sin is defined as lawlessness.  It is the deliberate choice of evil and 

self-centeredness ways of living out of the harmony of the will of 
God. 

b) Sin is primarily pride and self-love 
2) Sin enslaves a man.  For everyone who commits sin is a servant of sin 
3) Sin darkens one’s life and deadens one’s desire to know God 
4) It destroys the will to love. 
5) It destroys the will to worship and serve God 
6) It turns a man against his friends; his church; and all that is good 
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The modern world is not troubled about its sins. 
There is no guilt attached to sin.  When Mr. Geadston was asked what is the chief 
want (need) in the modern world, the answer was, “The sense of sin.” 
   H.B. Wells tried to by-pass these facts upon which Christianity insists.  He tried 
to laugh them out of existence.  He thought that men’s minds could rise above 
such morbid thoughts.  When he came to the end, he found out there were truths 
he had not taken into consideration.  His last book “Mind at the end of its tether” 
(“leash”).  Sounds like a wall of despair.  We must recover the sense of sin. 
    Jeremiah:  “The hear is altogether evil, and desperately wicked.” 
   A woman was taking pride in the whiteness of her linens, until she took it 
out(side) and hung it on the (clothes) line.  The landscape was covered with snow.  
When she looked at the linens against the background of snow, she was 
disappointed and exclaimed, “Oh!”   That is just it; nothing can stand against God’s 
almighty  “whiteness.” 
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(Continued)  This is just it; nothing can stand against God Almighty’s “whiteness,” 
as seen in the perfect life of Jesus. 
    Sin distracts man’s visions; corrupts his thinking; and confuses his nature. 
    The world is what it is,  not because of a few bad men, but because of the 
ordinary selfishness; prejudice; ignorance; and laziness of mankind. 
   That is (true) of you and me.  If man cannot unify his own life, does he wonder 
that the world around him can (not) be unified? 
   The greatest sin of the heart is hate.  The greatest sin of the intellect is 
insincerity.  The greatest sin of the will is indecision.  The greatest sin of the spirit 
is fear. 
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(Continued)  
7) Sin brought Jesus into the world and nailed Him to the cross. 
8) Sin brought death to the human family. Through the disobedience of 

one, death came upon man.  Through the obedience of one, man 
shall pass from death until life. 

III. What sin is: 
1. Adultery; fornication—uncleanness; pride; lasciviousness 

(lustfulness); idolatry—witchcraft;  hatred; reveling  (“merry-
making”—loud, boisterous person); variance (quarrelsome spirit); 
emulations (ambitious—rivalry—to outdo your fellowman at 
whatever cost);  wrath; strife; envying; murder; drunkenness.  Those 
who do these cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. 

IV. Sin must be punished.  The wages of sin is death.  There is only one 
escape. 

V. God’s remedy for sin: 
1) NOT a good life 
2) NOT going to church 
3) NOT going to a priest 
4) The supreme sacrifice in the “cross,” is the only remedy for sin.  
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What Baptists believe about the Church 
Matthew: 16:12-19 
1. The idea of the Church was set forth in the Old Testament 

1) The Tabernacle—The Synagogue; The Temple 
2) Jesus was the founder of the Church as we have it today. 
3) Jesus gave his life for the Church (Acts 20:28) 

2.  The purpose of the Church 
1) It is not a “saving” institution.  One can join all the churches and not be saved. 
2) It is an institution for people already saved. 

3. God’s people go to the Church 
a) To fellowship with fellow Christians 
b) To study God’s word 
c) To have the Bible explained to us 
d) To pray and sing songs 

4. United we stand; divided we fall 
5. The work of the Church 

1) To strive to strengthen Christians 
2) To preach the gospel to others 
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(Continued) 
3) This is done by personal witnessing 
4) By getting people into the church 
5) By praying for them, and teaching God’s word 
6) By giving our own money to help others preach it 

5. What type of service should the church have? 
1) The program should be simple 

a) The church should have a pastor to lead them (No “Baba Egbe”) 
b) We should not do queer (strange) things in the church in the name of 

religion (e.g. dancing; clapping of hands; ringing bells—shouting and 
praying at the top of our voices, and drinking “holy water”) 

c) The Bible should be at the center of our worship 
d) Reading stands; crosses; clerical robes; (routine saying) the Lord’s 

“Prayer” is not Baptist.     
[Personal Note (John David McGee): Items “b)” and “d)”  above, should be understood to reflect my 
father’s own experience (and dislike) for what he had experienced over the years listening, for 
example, to groups (such as “Aladura”), as well as other (more “formal”) denominations (e.g., Roman 
Catholic), which emphasized the use of things (e.g. crosses; candles; images; clerical garb, etc.) as an 
important part of church ritual.  My dad wished to emphasize that such things are NOT essential to 
“worship.” During my visit in 2009, I observed that in Baptist churches there was frequent dancing and 
singing, using traditional instruments (e.g., drumming, etc.) As it was explained to me, “If these things 
are not done, the young people will not attend.”  That makes good sense.  Although that was not my 
father’s “tradition,” I believe he would appreciate the inclusion of local culture into church services. 
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(Continued) 
e) We should not undermine other people’s work.  We should love 

people, and not be critics.  We should take the prayerful attitude 
towards people whom you think are not right.  They may think the 
same thing about you. 

f) We should preach the truth in love, for the truth will tear down 
falsehood, wherever it comes in contact with it. 

g) The thing that has made Baptists what they are is not criticism, but 
the truth for which they stand, and the lives they live. 

God help us to see this. 
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Luke 14: 25-27 
Living, Dying, and Reigning with Christ 
I. Living with Jesus 

1. Jesus said that he was the way and the truth and the life. 
2. In that day you shall know that I am in my father; you in me; and I in 

you. 
3. Can Jesus live in our lives?  If so, how? 
4. We serve a living Savior.  He lives.  “He lives,” you ask how I know he 

lives?  He lives within my heart. 
5. We must follow Him daily. 

II. Dying with Jesus 
1. Blessed in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
2. If we live with him, we shall reign with Him. 
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(Continued) 
III. I cannot tell you all there is to be known about the next life—but I do know 

that wherever Jesus is, there I shall be, and that will be glory for me. 
I thank God for such a hope. 
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(Continued) 
1. Everyman has some belief in life after death 
2. Death is a mystery to those who do no know the Lord 
3. Jesus solved the mystery. 

1) He has lived on both sides of the “wall”--and has broken it down 
2) The life, death, and resurrection is an established fact 

4. You cannot live for the devil, and expect to die with Christ. 
5. We may say good things about you, and give you a good burial, but that does 

not mean anything. 
IV. We shall reign with Him, if we die with Him. 
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I. Steps leading to salvation 
 

1. You need a Savior.  You must realize that you need a Savior (My own 
experience)    [ NOTE: At this point my father would have shared his own 
conversion experience—at age eighteen.] 

2. You cannot save yourself 
3. Jesus has already provided for your salvation 

 
II. Your part 
1. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
2. Repent 
3. Confess sins to Jesus 

Confess Him before men 
4. Obey His command 
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What is repentance? 
1. A soldier stated when asked if he was converted.  “The Lord said to me.  

Halt! Attention! Right about face! March!”  And, that was it. 
2. True repentance (is) to go and do it no more. 
3. Power to convict man of sin 

1)  The power of conscience 
2) The power of Law 
3) The power of the Holy Spirit 

He lifts up Christ; He shows the Father, love. 
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Reaching the lost for Christ 
The “lost” in our churches 
The “lost” outside of the church 
This great “revival” should begin in my hart and yours. 
The church must be the church 
How can we best reach the “lost?” 
Dedicated lives (e.g., one man in Ohio) 
We must have a concern for the “lost.” 
After we “win” them, we must “keep” them 
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Jesus is Lord 
1. The Eternal One—In the beginning was the Word.  He was the Lamb of God; 

slain from the foundation of the world. 
2. He was the Coming One—seen by the prophets 

“A  virgin shall conceive, and bring forth a son—unto you a son is born” 
3. He was the Revealing One.  He taught us who God is—His purpose in the 

Redemptive Act. 
4. He was the Suffering One.  One must die for the people.  “Without the 

shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins.” 
5. The Risen One.  He overcame death.   He arose from the dead. 
6. The Ever Living One—who fills the universe with himself.  He lives in my life, 

and in yours. 
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(Continued) 
Out of the ignorance of God, we do what we do. 
The “Judases;” the “Peters;” the “Thomases;” we have them all around us.  If 
Jesus had only succumbed to the whims and desires of the day—mainly political 
and religious.  Politics and religion was one and the same.  H did all of this for me 
and for you. 

7. What have we done for Him? 
There is a gift that man can make to God.  Man can give himself.  His will is his 
own. “ To love mercy; do justice; and walk humbly with the Lord….  I beseech 
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, wholly acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
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Reaching the Lost for Christ 
  (NOTE: A duplication from page 120) 
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The Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian 
1. We are baptized with the Holy Spirit 
2. We are filled by the Holy Spirit 
3. We are anointed by the Holy Spirit 
4. We are led by the Spirit 
5. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit 
6. We can resist the Spirit 
7. We can grief the Spirit 
8. WE can quench the Spirit 

 



125 
 

 

These Things Abide -- Upon this rock, I will (build).  A wise man builds his house 
upon a rock. 
1. Things that pass away 

1) The things of this world 
2) The earth shall pass on 
3) Human wisdom shall pass away 
4) Earthly kingdoms shall pass 
5) Evil men shall come to naught 
6) Earthly instruction shall cease 
7) Political systems shall fail 
8) The human body shall come to naught 

2. Things that abide forever.  The Triune (Father; Son; Holy Spirit) never changes 
1) The Kingdom of God 
2) The household of Faith—the Church 
3) The love of God 
4) The word of God 
5) The man in Christ—rooted and grounded in Him 
6) He who does God’s will 
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What is a Christian?  Scripture: 
1. We may have everything, and yet there may be something wrong with us. 
2. We may have money. 

We may have education. 
We may have beautiful homes. 
We may have lovely children. 
We may have friends and status 
      And, yet we may not be happy.  There may be something wrong with us—
on the inside. 
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God’s Promise to His People 
Scripture:  II Chronicles 7: 11-22 
Introduction:  A look at God’s world 
1. There is a shaking of the foundations 
2. Man has gone wrong.   Therefore, nature has also gone wrong. 
3. This is a period of testing;  We shall soon know who bears the true colors, and 

the mark of Christ. 
I. God’s principle:  (IF) 

1. Will humble themselves 
2. And pray 
3. And seek the face of God 

1) We can see Him in the lives of others 
2) In God’s Word 
3) In Jesus Christ 

4. And turn from their wicked ways 
II. The Promise 

1. God will hear our prayers 
2. He will heal our land 

Promise:  Isaiah 32: 15-20 
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(NOTE: This is a duplicate of page 129) 
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(Top of page, unreadable) 
Man’s true life as the image of God is only in Christ. 
If a man has not found God as revealed in Jesus Christ (“He that has seen me has 
seen the Father”), and as revealed through the Holy Spirit, it does not matter 
what he believes.  He can (only) work out a system of his own. 
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We cannot look back when we have not started.  We have gone a half-mile from (?) yet. 
Journeying with God—Abraham 

1. Calendars 1/0 
2. Diaries    6d 
3. Adult Sunday School   3/0 
4. Children Sunday School     1/6 
5. Training Union     1/6   Adult  (English and Yoruba) 
6. Children Training Union  (English)  1/0 
7. Daily (?)  4/ 

NOTE:  The above notes seem to be related to literature, with West African currency (shillings & 
pence) 
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When the “conservatives” have their meetings; 
When the “fundamentalists” have their meetings; 
When the “moderates” have their meetings; 
     We are driving nails into our coffins. 
When the “moderate alliance” publish their papers; 
When the “fundamentalists” publish theirs; 
When the “conservatives” publish theirs; 
When the “Genesis” group publish theirs; 
     We are in the making of new denominations. 
     If we are not careful, we shall be as split up (fragmented) as the 
“Pentecostals” (20,000 different kinds of them!) 
 
[Personal Note  (John David McGee):  My father considered himself a 
“moderate;” avoiding “extremes,” so to speak.  The date of this note is 
uncertain; however, it refers to the “push-and-pull” that is always present from 
the “competition” between groups with their own preferred opinions/methods 
of “interpretation.”  Since the middle 1970s, the Southern Baptist Convention 
(U.S.) has suffered from this kind of “splintering.”  The current situation (of 
religion and politics)  in the U.S. (2024) has been well explained by Jim Wallis, in 
his recent book, “The False White Gospel,” copies of which are available in the 
libraries of the Baptist seminaries (3), and Colleges of Theology (5) in Nigeria.] 
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Galatians,   Chapter 1  (?) 

When we get wise enough to tell God what to do—How to do it—and when to do 
it; we are a very wise person.     

[Personal Note (John David McGee):  An example of my dad’s sarcasm!] 
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We have let: 
1. Perverted intellectualism 
2. Affluence – “Situation Ethics” 

And “scientific humanism” 
Destroy our concept of God. 

1. We can encase (enclose) Him in a system of doctrines, and lose Him. 
2. We can “institutionalize” Him in the walls of an institution, and lose Him. 
3. We need to personalize Him in the inner resources of our own hearts, then 

we shall have (?) Him. 
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Motivation for Missions 
I. Global Missions 
II. The five “fingers” of missions:  1) Local; 2) Association; 3) State;  4) 

Home;  5) Foreign 
III. We can be “negative” or “positive” 
IV. The hindrance to the progress of Missions 

1) Apathy—on our part 
2) Anti-Americanism 
3) Rank “nationalism” 

V. Things that motivate us 
1) To give 
2) To pray 
3) To go 

VI. We say we believe the Bible. Why do we not go by it? 
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NOTE:  My mother and Dad were both very involved in the Carolina Baptist 
Association (located in Western North Carolina, where they lived during 
retirement),  from the beginning of their return from Nigeria for their retirement 
(July, 1977).   
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NOTE:  Regarding the “Report of Camp,” for several years my Dad was particularly 
active in helping to upgrade/improve the camp owned by the Association.  He and 
my mother purchased part of the property, simply to help fund the needed repairs 
and improvements, along with working on the many projects involved with doing 
that.  (See the last item, under “4:40.”) 
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NOTE:  On the back of this bulletin, are some notes that my dad wrote, probably 
during the service itself. 

1. Keepers of the agenda—and move on  
All the burden of saving fell on Jesus 
What we do to witness to the One who sends 

2. Everything is secondary to that 
There are moments to change the agenda 
The agenda for Baptists is to witness 
1) The Foreign Mission Board 
2) The Home Mission Board 

We have changed from witness proclaiming of God’s Word, to the 
defenders of God’s Word. 
We are to proclaim God’s Word. 
 
The threat to leadership  
(We know how to kill leadership) 
It has come easily to churches and pastors (and Convention leaders) 
We do not demonstrate anymore as preachers! 
W have been caught up in the cult of killing the leader. 
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God must touch the life of all of us, if the church is to be revived. 
     “The Price of a Revival” 
II Chronicles 7:12-22 
Introduction:  Soloman and the Temple 

1. The people had labored with their own hands 
2. They had given their offerings 
3. They had prayed. 

1. The world stands in need of a revival today 
1) America needs a real revival 
2) The church at Shaws Creek needs a great revival.  Southern Baptist 

Convention needs it.  
3) The individual needs a great revival (you and I need it) 

2. The condition that must be met: 
1) God is willing to give us a revival 
2) We must be willing to pay the price 
3) Everything that is worthwhile is costly 
4) What was the price? 

 



144 
 

 

Isaiah said: 
1) If my people 
2) Called by my name 
3) Humble themselves 
4) And pray 
5) And seek my face 
6) And turn from their wicked ways 

The result of a revival: 
1) God will forgive our sins 

a) The greatest blessings ever given to man 
b) God will give a great blessing to the individual man or woman 
c) God will revive His Church 

In the history of God’s dealing with man, God has never failed to carry out His 
part, if man carried out his. 
God will bless us when we present ourselves worthy of being blessed. 
(NOTE: In the “margin:”  “If the Ara Baptist Church could put itself where God 
could reach us, the whole of Ara would know it.”) 
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We must be rooted and grounded in Christ.  We must be born again.  Jesus did not say we had to be a 
Catholic; C.M.S.; (?); Baptist, or any thing else to enter the Kingdom… 
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NOTE: A duplicate of page 146. 
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Most of us are (not) spiritually nor intellectually prepared to analyze ourselves, 
and when someone else analyzes us, we get angry. 

John I,  3:1 

We have the greatest “Lawyer” that ever lived.  He not only pleads our case, but 
stands in our stead.  He has tasted death for everyone.  Death has no dominion 
over Him.  Therefore, He and He alone is worthy of our trust. 
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Booker T. Washington (a famous black-American scientist) said: 
  “He wanted to do something great, and then spend the rest of his life telling 
others what he did.” 
      I have not many degrees, but what I do have come from reputable institutions 
of learning—Mars Hill (College); Baylor (University); and Louisville Seminary 
(Southern Baptist Theological Seminary). 
     The head of “Sing-Sing Prison (San Francisco, California) (said): There are 
enough men in Sing-Sing Prison to start a university any day. 
       Critical issues facing modern man: 

1. Seven deadly sins of society 
2. Things that are easing God out of our minds 

1) Perverted intellectualism 
2) Affluence 
3) Situation Ethics 
4) Scientific humanism 
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The work of the devil is: 
1. To discredit who God is—and what He is doing in the world 
2. To discredit what the Church is doing in the world 
3. To discredit what the Christians are doing in the world 
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Without God, we cannot. 
Without us, God will not. 
1. The need for total surrender 

God does not want partnership—He wants ownership 
Our prayers for the evangelization of the world is wrong if we give only out of 
our superficiality, and (by) not giving a sacrifice of our selves.  WE must be like 
Jesus, who gave His all. 

2. WE need to accept God’s forgiveness. 
Saints are men who permit God’s forgiveness. 

3. The need for discipline—is the key that will open the door to a full and joyous 
life. 

4. The need to care for the physical body.  One cannot have his mind on the poor 
condition of his body, and at the same time be at his best spiritually. 
    Over-eating—under-sleeping will impair our health. 

5. The need to respect time 
Those who accomplish much for God are those who learned well the wise use 
of time. (?) rose at 4:00—retired at 10:00. 
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Prayer is giving God access to our need. 

Prayer is the key to the miraculous. 

Prayer is the very breath of spiritual life. 
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It is rare that one finds a consistent praying Christian, who is a consistent criticizer 
of others.  A praying Christian with intense hostility is indeed almost impossible to 
find. 

The danger of an unforgiving spirit-- the danger of holding bitterness and grudges.  
Bitterness and unkind thought form the greatest barrier blocking the4 believer’s 
door to the blessings of God.  Unless our attitude toward others is pure; absent of 
resentment; it is doubtful God will listen to our prayers. 

   The lack of faith-- 
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1. The need for total surrender 
God does not want partnership; He wants ownership 

2. The need for total surrender 
Jesus gave himself to save us. 

              We must surrender our all for Him.  Our prayers for the evangelization of 
the world are but a bitter irony so long as we give only of our superficiality.  We 
must be like Jesus. 

3. The need for discipline 
Discipline and obedience are the only keys that will open the door to a free 
and joyful life. 

4. The need to care for the physical body.  If one is to function best spiritually, 
he will need to function at his best physically. 

5. We need to respect time. 
We can spread ourselves too thin. 

6. We need for a renewed mind 
The doctors are right when they tell us that resentment; hate; grudges; ill-
will; jealousy, produce ill health. 
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7. The need for integrity 
8. The need for dying out to self 

The man who has died to self has no ambitions—and has nothing to be 
jealous of. He has no reputation, and so has nothing to fight about.  He has 
no possessions, and therefore, has nothing to worry about.  He has no 
rights—so therefore, he cannot suffer any wrongs.  He is already dead (? 
“dead to self”), so no one can kill him. 

 The power of Holy Living 
Principles of the prayer life: 
1. We must recognize the need for a prayer life 
2. We must acknowledge the all-inclusive fact—God answers prayer. 
3. We must know the theology of prayer.  We pray in the name of Jesus and 

through the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer for revival and spiritual awakening. 
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Mamonism—the dance craze—pleasure 
Madness—drunkenness; lawlessness, and disrespect for the Word of God 
   The devil’s chief attack is against our prayer life. 
   The devil’s most painless way of stealing from us our spiritual life. 
   He mobilizes everything that he can commandeer in order to hinder our prayer 
life. 
  His old “confederate:” The old Adam—our old carnal nature is enemy against 
God. 
  Putting off prayer to a more convenient time.  The day has gone and we have not 
prayed. 
  The devil does everything in his power to keep our minds off from God. 
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The enemy of prayer 
1. Satan is a terrible enemy 
2. Satan has a well-organized arm 
3. Satan fears God’s power, wrought in prayer 
            Hindrances in Prayer 
1. Failure to recognize our position in Christ 
2. Questioning prayer’s value 
3. Failure to ask 
4. Laziness 

Hindrances  
1. A wrong motive 
2. An unforgiving spirit 
3. A lack of a spirit of generosity 
4. Insincere in our hearts. 
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NOTE: A duplicate of page 160 
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Idols in our lives 

Mistreatment of family members 

Unbelief 
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Where do we start with prayer?  We start with the awareness of the presence of 
God in our lives. 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock.  If any man will hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and eat with him, and he with me.  Revelation 3:20 

[Personal Note (John David McGee):  This was one of my dad’s favorite verses.] 
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The cross is the symbol of the encounter between the divine and the human. 
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It is not “they,” who are out of step with God’s Spirit.   It’s not “we.”  It is “I.” 

The greatest manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit is a changed life and 
outlook. 
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Motivation for Missions 
Men, Boys and Missions 
Bold knowing 
Bold giving 
Bold praying 
Bold going 
   The young man in Gainsville (?)  Without motivation, we do nothing. 

1. Dr. Bate’s church in Charlotte (1st Baptist)  -- Jesus alive in our churches 
2. The little Boy 
3. The little girl 
4. The man in North Carolina 
5. The man in Lenoir City (N.C.) 
6. He tells me the story of the little boy 
7. The church in North Carolina 
8. The church in California 
9. The old man in Nigeria 

The world hungry for God’s word. 
The two revivals 

We are blind until we can see 
That in the human plan 
Nothing is worth the making 
That does not make the man 
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Why build these glorious cities 
If the Builder unbridled goes 
In vain we build the world 
Unless the builder grows 
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Aging Old, Gracefully 
1. I Corinthians 3 
2. Brief introduction to aging 

Age:  Chronological age; aging; and agism are related, but not identical.  
Calendar age is no certain clue to physical; mental; emotional or moral and 
quality of life; do not always go hand-in-hand. 

3. Aging: Growing older?  Guess who?   We all have one thing in common.  We 
are all marching down the road to the graveyard.  The death rate is 100 
percent. 
1) Our age depends upon where our golden age is.  If our golden age is in the 

future, we are young, if we are 90.  If in the past, we are young when we 
are 20.  Example: young men. 

2) Aging is not just a problem of old age 
1) Young people want to be older, and old people want to become 

younger. 
2) For some turning 30 or 40, is harder than for some turning from 60—

70. 
3) Many men and women make their greatest contribution after they are 

60 years of age. 
4) It is possible at any age to improve our quality of life. 
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The generation gap 
4. Boys having a little fun out of an old man called Elisha, the prophet.  He put a 

curse on them.  Two “she-bears” came out and tore them to pieces.  It does 
not pay to jest about people. 

5. We can grow old gracefully. 
The sermon on the Mount:  Jesus had something to say about happy people; 
characterized by such qualities as righteousness; purity of heart; hunger and 
thirst for righteousness; mercifulness; purity of heart; peacemaking; and the 
willingness to suffer for Christ. 
   I one wishes to grow old gracefully, these are the qualities which must be 
built in life.  The quicker, the better, for no one can live too good a life to die 
by. 
  If one wants to live gracefully, live for Jesus, and serve humanity. 
There is good news to all of us.  There is a right to be younger, and a right to 
be old.  So, let us grow together, and be as helpful as we can to both. 
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One great man recent said: 

Most of the human race, live in remorse of its past, because of the empty, selfish 
and sinful past. Or, they live in anxiety of the future.  They are afraid of it. If this 
should be our last day on earth—from here to where—uncertain. 

God in Christ has taken care of our past—the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  “He has taken care of our future.  
As I live, you shall live also.” 

This short, present tense is one great, “Hallelujah!”  Praise His name! 
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