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Human tralfcking constitutes one of the various migration configurations in Afirica. Amrna 
Darko's Beyond the Horizon is a literary representation of sorne of the causes and ejfects 
ef trajicking in iumans, such as we have seen in recent times where African migrants in 

srarch of greener pastures utside the continent are trafficked to Libya, for example. This 
Piper fociuseS on the wlys and wherefores of raficking in females and their consequent 

resistance of it. ln this relatiorn, the study uncovers the practical utility of feminism in 
Afriva, especially at a time when many African wvonen are wondering how the mantra of 
jeninism can translate into their material well-being. Adopting the feminist theories of 
Obionma Nnaemeka (nego-feminism) and Catherine MacKinnon (consciousness-raising 
and sexuality) in the analysis of Amma Darko's Beyond the Horizon enables us to understand 
the dynarnics of gender inequality in more profound ways. This paper submits that Amma 
Darko's presentation of the trafficked females is realistic about their enforced passivity, 
second-class status, and humiliatioT. The various acts of brutal sexual intercOurse ure 
inierpreted as the display of nale powe, since nnale pleasure, as we find in the text, 
seems to be inextricably tied to victimising, hurting and exploiting. 
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Hunan tra•ficking constitutes one of the various migration configurations in Africa. 
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Whii: Airica sul aiiles git} tite rauITauc aitenkat1 oi slavery and colonsaisn tG 
which it was subjeced to by foreiyn poweIs, the inpact of these twin iorcus euntinues to 
manifest themselves in vaiyuig fonms. With tese, it becomes clear that Afica 1s yet Io 
iuliy and pracically uppropriate the utilitarian roles of literature - a nedium which is 
shaped by the socio-political, ceononic and cultwal concerns in a giveh sociery (wa 
Thingo, x*). [:spiie tie growing hnan tralicking oeuvre (creative and critical worls), 
a poclíron which puicy makers could prognosticate and prescribe panaceas for this 
anonialy, the scourge uf female rrafficking still persists. Some of the prose works which 
address this issue include Amraa Darko's Beyond che Horizon (1995), Bisi Ojediuan'sá 
Duugier for Sale (2006), Chika Unigwe's On Black Sister's Street (2009), Akachi AdinoEa 

Ezeigbo's 7aficked (2008), Abidemi Sanusi's Eyo (2009), Ifeoma Chinwuba's Merchanis 
of Flesh (2009), lkechukwu Asika's Tamara (2013), arnongst others. This paper focusS 

on how und why the fennale gender falls prey to rafficking and their consequent resitane 
Lo it. 

In achieving his set goal, it is also important to briefly assess Lhe impact of feminism 
n ihe cnänenl. As movermeni that sets out tu eInancipate yomen from the clutches of 
palriarchal and ali lermns oí tlununaiion, has teninisn really influenced and equipped 
Afican wonnen to such un exicnt that they could avoid becoming victims of trafficking? 
Most Airican wumen, especially tuse outside the academg wonder how the nantra of 
feminisn affects their well-being This category of wonmen is often doubuul and sumetines 
indifferent abçut feminist movenents and their role in them because they do not see how 
the movement will ranslale lo their material well-being- socio-economic opportunities 
which they crave for: The ensuing textual analysis foregrounds the need for the African 
ferninist discourse to transcend the often academic gymnastics and expression of high 
sounding jargons hat characterise most ofthe literary theoies, to respond to the peculiar 
econcmic and culiwal coniions that confront African women. Becy Jacobs believes 
that "such inrellecual cxercis[s disregard the continent's poverty, political crises, 1acisn, 
and dass issues" (28). In other words, merely theorising cannot address the socio-economie 
ILeeds and sufferings of African wonen as seen in ±nma Darko's Beyond the Horizon. 

However, this does not in any way undemine the place of theory in the Afican 
feminist discourse. in the light of this, Obioma Nnaemeka notes that "Theory plays a 
cenral role in helping tw sciutinise, deciphe, and name tle everyday, even as the practice 
of everyday inforns theory naling" (358). The cenral argument, therefore, is that these 
must be a nexus beween tlie political, academic and practical aspects of feminisn. The 
goal ofAfrican feninists - writers and theorists- should be to evolve a muvement thai is 

culturally sustainable 
Our close ROading of Anua Darko's tex1 n1akes a casc for the continued vulnerabilht; 

of Afrcan women in a ypical pustcoBonial socio-political and cuitural system. This is 
coroborated by how the aanged marriage between Mara and her manipulaive husban£, 
Akobi. noves her slowly but steadily firom innocence to forced prostitution in Germany, 
Ewope. Argumg hat the failure to protect women from sex traficking is tantarnoum to 
the failuue to grant tlhem equal protection under the law, the aimn of this sudy, therefore, 
is io contribute to the expansion of the African feminist discourse in a way that reflects 
its utilitarian values, with a view tu assisting policymakers across the Afican continent 
l0 ide sify measures for the adequate protection of female victims of trafficking íor 
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prosunulion and pornugraphy and the develop1nent oí prevention measures IO COmbat 
Eralíicking in African women and girls for the inale capitalist interest. 

A Briet Overview of the Gender lssue 

187 

Femimism refersto the various political, cultural and economic movements wihose primary 

aimm is the establishnent of greater rights for women and the prolection of their interests 
in every sphere of life. In other words, the tern describes a movement that undernines 
every nanifestation of patriarchal oppression (Emenyi, 28; Barry 121; Bertens, 96). 
These nevenenis achieve this aim by altering conventional perspectives on human 
ielaions as reflecied in politics, cuiure, history, economics, literature, law, religion, 

ln the ligh uf thcir sraiegles oi piuiecung and securing greater rights for women 
and he girl child, we can view feminis1s' mission from four standpoints. Socially, feminists 
canpaig1 against donestic violence, trafficking, rape, and sesual harassment. 
Eronomically, feminists advocate for workplace rights such as maternity leave and equal 
pay, irrespective of gender, Ideologically, feminists attempt to understand the dynamics 
of the varying pariarchal systems which legitimatise women oppression. And politically 
feminists evolve strategics for stultifying the idenified patriarchal structures. 

Apart from mainstream Western feminism, other brands of feminisn, ike African 
feminism, have evolved over the years. The emergence of many forIs/strands of feminism 
is due to the absence of a generally agreed upon set of principles and methods that 
underlie leminist caiticism (Dobie, 110; Barry, 124). These other srands are critical of 
Western íeminisn for being ethnocentric and ignorant of the experiences of women fiom 
other racts, cOmmunities, and classes. As ajustification for an African feminism, Obioma 
Nnacmeka argues that: 

Theurizing in a cross-cultural context is fraught with intellecrual, political, and ehical 
questions: the question of provenance (where is the theory coming from?); he 
question of subjectivity (who authorizes?); the question of positionality (which 
specifclocations and standing |social, political, aind intellectual] does it legitimize?). 
(362) 

Moneover, one of the reasons for the evolution of African feminisn is caplwred by Becly 
Jacobs who argues that �Africans fear, not irrationally that feminism could interfere in a 
disruptive and culturally insensitive rnanner with existing societal relationships, including 
those associated with matenal roles" (24). Unlilke some surands of mainstream Western 
feminism, Becky Jacobs notes that culturally, Afiican women identify motherhood, for 
instance, as vital and foundational to their worldvicw and ideology (24). Her argument 
is that where as motherhood means so niuch to African wonen, it may be considered 
nON-eSsential for feminists in other clines. Hence, there needs to be a conscious delineaion 
of cuitural interests and ideologies when formulating feminist theories. 

Against the background of eultre, race, and class, African críics have sougl1t for a 
feminist model that is fashioned in consonance with the African woldview. In other 
words, the quest for an African feminism arose in response to the exigency of situating 
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ihe Weven ideoiugy of lesitistl in thie Airican soil and i0 avoid what Nelson Fashutn 
Fgards as an "Hndigesed applicauvn u! Western images of sexuality to the Alrican 
}kÄeN TelatkA t58ue" ?2). Aíricas ícnúnist writers And theorists recognise the inequaliies 
ind anbigutics in Aincan taditioal society and how these afiect women. They have, 
therefore, undertaken the role of evolviIg a valid African poetics of reading and interpreting 
Aliica's siai, pclitical and economic rcal1ties, rather than depending on Western theories 
that may not be in consonance with the Afican worldview and experiences. 

Afnc an ieninists believe that feminist consciousness had existed in the continent 
lng beiore tt was fornally birthed as a movement in Western Europe. Hence, they 
rinc1se the Wesiern fornulation of a hoiogenous Tmovement that docs not take into 
cOgn0zance the pecuiai experiences of people Irorn varying cultural contexts. By 
undermining ihe notion of a honogenous feninist identity, African frminists asseverate 
thelr rigi to vceupy a unique space in which they could celcbrate their identity and 
cOMnitment to a developmental agenda for he African continent, in addition to writing 
and theorisiug based on their peculiar historical and contemporary experiences. 

Fron1 the foregoing, therefore, Amma Darko's Beyond the Horizon bestrides Africa 
and Europe, in order to depicr the pecuiariies of each of the environments from which 
the expeiences of women are constructed. We could see that the circumstances that lead 
to the fet ter ing of Mara to Alobi (boh Aficans) are different from those that bind Kaye 
IO Pompey (botli Europeans). Anua Darko seems to imply the aforementioned need for 
xporing the encounrers Of the Airican wonan based on her peculiar milieu. This is a 
deliberare strategy of localisng international phenomena as well as internationalising 

ocal onCs. 

A Briei Synopsis of the Causes of Trafficking in Arica 
Many scholars and policymakeIs agree that human tratficking is a criminal activity that 
has assued a global concen. lt is a crime which constitutes a great violation of human 
rights. There are varying opinions abour the definitions of trafficking, but this paper 
Siicks to the viewsof Chinenye Monde-Anumihe and Portland State University. The forrner 
states thit trafficking is �ofien characterized as the exploitation of people through force, 
coercion, threat, and deception and includes human rights abuses such as debt bondage, 
deprivaton ofliberty, and lack of conuol over frcedom and labor (1). This description 
really captures the lives oftUhe trafficked women in Beyond the Horizon. Mara, for instance, 
is deceived by Akobi to join him in Gernany He and his cohorts use threat, control, and 
cOercion to keep her bour1ci in prosutution. 

Portland Staae Universily deines hunmai rafficking as the use of "hurnan beings ioi 
the purrose of connercial sexual activities as well as forced labor" (2). Mara, as a 
victim of trafficking, is recruited, iransported and ransferred to Gerznany being made 
to succumb to Akoibi through the use of threat, coercion, deception, arnongst other 
unserupulous means. The overall aim of trafficking is to exploit vulnerable individuals 
tor the purpo_es of forced labuur, prostiution, pornography and so on. Trafficking in 
Arican women, as commercial sex workers, has gained prominence and feminist 
endeavous must begin to cngage policymakers acrOss the continent with a view to 
vige ntly addressing the menace. The consciousness of not only women but also the 
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adicated. 
sire publc must be räised Lí traífñcking n wmen nd other vulnerable groups is io be 
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Three nmaun ypes oí trasicki1g have been identifed: "trafficking in children primanly 
ior farm labour and domestic work within and across countries; traficking in women 
and young persons for sexual explaitation, mainiy outside the.region; and traffcking in 
women from outside the region for the sex indusry of South Africa" (Adepoju, 76). 
Often, as is the case of Mara, African wornen are trafficked to European nations such as 
Spain, Germany ltaly, Fance, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom and 
Switzcrland, for prostitution and pornography. Going by Mara's background - a small, 
ipoveristhed Ghanaian village -- trafficking in African women and young girls is a 
serious human rights issue steeped in the debilitating social, political and econonic 
sit uation in the continent. The literature on rafficking in African women as sex workers 
indicates that the problen is fostered by a number of factors including poor eultural 
practices, poverty, rural-urban migration, unemployment, ignorance, broken marital 
hones, political instabliy, peer infuence, amongst others (Monde-Anumihe 5). It is not 
surprising, therefore, that because of tlhese faCtOrs, 0n the guise ofproviding opportunities 
for greener pasures, poor faruilies, like Mara's father's, could knowingly or unknowingly 
give out their girl children to raffckers and their syndicates (Adepoju, 80). 

Culturai Practices that Foster Trafficking in Amma Darko's Beyond the 
Horizon 

Anna Darko's Beyond the Horizon cen°es on how Mara and a fewother female characters 
are irafficked to Europe for prostitution and pornography Their tralficking exemplifies 
he foliowing: the use of deception and other tricky techniques to capture women arnd 
young girls, how cultural pracices íoster trafficking in women and girls, how the decitning 
economic situation in African states encourage trafficking, how ignorance could also 
toster trafficking arrd how women have chosen to fight against male dominance. 

Arguably, Akoti may not have dreamt of becoming a human trafficker but he is 
pushed into the business due to the messy econonic state ofhis society. As a school leaver 
with brining hopes for economic prosperity due to his educational qualification, he 
leaves the village of Naka for the city. But his hopes are dashed as he is confronted by the 
harsh econonic realities of city life. Findingit diffñcult to afford a decent accommodation, 
he resorts to living in a sihanty. Mara, nay the entire village of Naka, is deceived by her 
husband, Akobi, who clains to have discovered greener pasture in Germany. On her 
arrival in (Germany, she falls prey to being enslaved in sex business. Mara's naivety paves 
tlie way for the success of her traffickers. However, in the end, she able, through 

Many culturai practices in some patriarchal socieies have negatively affected the 
syche of he female gender One of such depicted in Amma Darko's Beyond the Horizon 
is the African mariral pracices. Mara's story shows how the girl child is understood as 
her fathers chattel. Mara �oes not possess the right to choose her own husband; rather; 
she is subËected to the wishes of a male-designed systern: 

But father, it appeared, had a different formula for choosing or accepting husbands 

consciousIneSS-Taising, to regain authority over her body. 
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fer his dauzhters, which iook more ito consideration the 1umber of cows coming as 
fic bride price thari ìie haldcier of te man. (4) 

ioreovei, in recIprvcation iv çe "honcur which Akobi has brought to the village 
(uraveling io Lurvpe), ihe cief oi the village decices to take one of Akobis sisters for lis 
seventh wile (39). Mara also Talses no objection about polygaray because it is inherent in 
herupbringing and according to her, "olerance was the code word here" (41). 

This cultural pracice is passed on to all females in the ficrional society. So, Mara 
decides to accept her marital conditions as he norm: "...] since, after all, mother had 
taught me that a wi•e was there for a man for one thing, and Lhat was to ensure his well 

being, which inchuded his pleasure" (13). Ths cxplains why throughout the sOry, Mara 
alzsorbs, in good faith, the domestic trauma inficted on her by Akobi. For her, "It was 
just like iny menstrual paias. Il was a naiural thing but it didn't mea that I liked it" 
(16). Besides, for her and many others, reurning to Naka would mean a return o 
poverty and backwardness. 

The Eltect of Male HegeKony and Trafficking 

Sexual exploitaüon is the main im of irafhcking in Afican women as depicted in 
Beyond' the Horizon. Sexual cxploitation expuses victims of traficing to HIV/AIDS and 
many kinds of traumatic situations. Due to their inability to maximise their righ1s in 
such a situaLion, these tratficked Afican women often "uade'" wichout the use of condoms. 
Howeve, some are torured, raped and subjected to other forns of ferocious physical 
dishonour by their clients and traffickers. 

The trauna of such physical abuses engenders loss of the female self and dignity, For 
instance, when she is initially freed from he tyranny of Akobi, Mara desires to be fettered 
by his oppression. Her psyche has been altered by the trasma of patriarchal oppression 
to the exten1 that she docs not believe in her auhoriy or control over her affairs anymore: 
*WasI capabie of being a master even unto my owm self? 1 just was so used to being the 
servant [...}l so feared this change; and his fear is what (I think) that made me want 
Akobi back, chat made me wish andi desired his presence" (44). 

This distortion of her selfperception reflects in her passion and motivation for 
excellence. Akobi becones he objcct of her motivation for excellence: "I decided that 
would begin taking the steps tu do something about nyself that will make Akobi proud 
{..] And upon this decision i swore a solemn oath" (46). The aftermath of human 
raficking for sex and pornography is dehumanising. Mara considers her real identity 
lost:"lus bit of garbage that once used to be me" (3). Although there are possibilities for 
the vicins of trafficking to achieve raumatic closure and be integrated into the society, 
this may noL apply to all. 

In his study of rafficking in women and children as vunerable groups, Usman 
Mikail Usnan disCOvers tdhar: 

The victims' entire experience is about the raunna of being trafficked. If they survive 
and are rescued, they will not be able to just forget about their experiences, they will 
e-experience this trauma and the crime over and over the rest of their life. (290) 
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iata. jo stance, is uwable tu reclaim her furn1er self and dignity and s0 she lanents. 
i bave plunged into my profession down lo the marrow in my bones. There is no turning 
l:ack for me now. I am so much a whore now that I can no longer remeimber or imagine 
what anon-whore is (139). Not only has she lost grasp of her real self, she has also lost 
her dignity to the extent that she cannot afford to relate with her fanily, although they 
are not aaTe of her misfortunes, she complains: *there's nothing dignified and decent 
Jelt of me to give tlhem" (140). 

The Comsiodiication of Wonen through Eroticised Doinance 
As earlie. nuled, unet of tite niehds ofieminist endeavours is to understand the dynamics 
of ihe verying paluiaichal systems which lcgitimatise women oppression. This study, 
through the critical lenses of Catherine MacKiunon, identifies the oppression and 
comnnocification of women trough eroticised dominance. Catherine Mackinnon's 
conuibuion Lo feminist theories is couched in what she terns a feminist theory of sexuality 
which "iocates sexuality within a theory of gender inequality neaning the social hierarchy 
of nen over women" (Mackinnon, 127). In her sexual theory of gender, she analyses 
sexuality as a social consiruct of male power, a critical vantage point that captures sex 
as çhe core of the subordination of wonen to men (Mackinnon, 128). Hence, the displaceo 
itle finger of Mara is caused by a nna1, One of lher best spenders, whose dictatorial wife 
rea1s badly. Tl°oug1 sexual intercou'se, this individual vents his rage on Mara. The 
sLOry opens with íara existing in the shadow of her real, dehunanised, (ab)used self. 
She stwes at the mirrO, exploring the rclics of several acts of sadomasochism meted out 
1o her: sore cracked lips, hideous traces of bits and scratches, several bruises and scars. 
These are the handiworks of men whom she calls herbest spenders (2). This kind of 
sexual intercourse is interpreted as the display of male power, since nale pleasure, as 
we find in the text, seens to be inextricably tied to victimising, hurting and exploiting. 
All sexual violent acts, according to MacKinnon, reflect the fact that "what imen want is 
wOmen bound, women battered, women 1ortured, women humiliated, wornen degraded 
and defiled" (Mackinnon, 138). 

Mackinnon avers that sexual objectifcation of women is the means through which 
the qualities we know as male and female are socially created and enforced. In other 
words, to be sesually objectified means having a social meaning imposed on women, a 
meaning that defines them as things to be sexually used (iackinnon, 140). This notion 
is refiecied in Akobis treatrnent of Mara in the entire story. In one of their sexual sessions 
in their Nigerian home, Mara is dearly depicted as a sex objecu: "He stripped off ny 
clohes, sripped off !his trousers, turned my back to him and entered me. Then he ordered 
më off the maturess lo go and lay out my mat because he wanted to sleep alone" (22). 
The irst sexual encounter between Mara and Akobi when the fomer arrives in Gemany 
is deseribed thus: "He was brutal and overfast with me, fast like he was reluctantly 
perfoming a duty, somerhing he woulda't have done if he had his way but which he 
must because he mus" (84). Mara considers this a clear case of domestic rape. 

Amna Dako's presentation of the uafficked females is realistic about their enforced 
passivity; second-clas sLatus, and humiliation. Mackinnon's postulation about sexualised 
male dominance is aptly captured by Amma Darko. In the text, Akobi, Osey, and the 
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other unscrupulous traifickers sexualise hierarchy rom he above-menioned instaices 
of brutal sexual intercourse, we see tha while the imperatives of masculinily ar: 
enunciated drough the eroticisaion of control, the definition of femininicy is captured 
by ero:icising submission. Thus, the sexual relatio1ship berween Mara and Akobi indicate 
serulised inequaliy and gender hierarchy It is, herelore, argued that the reduction oi 
dhe wonan to a thing is a function of sexual dorrinance. By this argument, we can also 
alfirn dat traficking is uccasioned by sexual dominance. Therefore, the eradicat1on o 
iraficking is tied to the eradication of sexual superiority. 

Tralficking women and girls fOr Lhe sex industry -- a direct physical appropriation -
pernits the reducrion of wornen to the State of malerial objects. Collete Guillaunmin calis 
this afpropriation "sexage" (Tyson, 99). Thus, in many literary representations of a 
pariarcihal system/economy, women are seen to be perceived as nere commodiries In 
tnt text, we see lal Mara also considers herself a commodity ofher pimp: "he is ny 
lord, my master and my pin1p. And like the other womnen on my left and right, I am his 
pawn, his slave and his property" (3). In fact, as Vivian lives at he mercy of Osey, so does Mara live at he mercy ofAkobi. iL is even disheartening that the noney accruing irOm Úhe exploilation of Mara's sexuality at Peepy does not belong to her but to her pmps. It is geimane to equate irafficking with slavery and serfdom. Because of the illegaBity of the trade, traffickers enploy a number of unscrupulous tactics to retain their victins. 

Blackmail is one of the potent tactics used by both syndicates and the actual traffickers to keep their vicuims in the trade. Mara is coerced and kept in the business of prostitution through black1aíl. Osey and Akobi videoed Mara, completely naked, with many men taking tlheir tuins upon her. She fears thar in the event of her refusal to sLay in thc busine ss, the unsrupulous nien would send the video to Africa. Usman Mikail Usman also notes that "lear and rauma are two primary tools that are used in controi of tHhe ricäm huntan trafficking" (290). 

Reclaiming the Female Self: Consciousness-raising and Nego-feminism MacKiunon's feminist mehod of consciousness-raising proves viable in eradicating trafficking in women and other kinds of fermale denigration. As espoused by MacKinnon, tlis technique refers to the process of kinding the awareness of women concerning their social condition. Consciousness-raising groups began in the 1960s and 197Os and they provided a free space or context for women to articulate the inarticulate and adnit the inadmissible, all of which are geared towards critically questioning gender social relations (Mackinnon, 87). 
Alhough we have identified Airican traditional marital practices, from the foregoing fextual analysis, as inimical to women; yet, we also discover that it is not uncornmon for African nen to latch upon those pracices and expand them to the detriment of women For instänce, Mama Kiosk does not find the marital denigration of Mara normal. She noes that while tradition demands that wives "obey, respect and worship [their] husban1[s]" husbands should in return care for their wives (13).While she stands as the instrunenn of consciousness-raising in the text, her views tally with Obioma Nnaemeka's nego-feminisn. 
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Nnaeneka pusiulates a iorm of Aiican feminism which challenges trough 
negotiations and compromise. I Aknows when, where, and how o �etonate pattiarchal 
land mines; it also knows when, where, and how to go around patriarchal land mines" 
(378). As we fund in the text, Mara does not embody the radical brand of feminism 
whose lainguage and engagement is disruption, deconstruction and a blowing-away of 
Imale partners. According to the criic, African feminisIn challenges through negotiation, 
acoMmGdation, and comprumise. Her idea of a "third spacc" refers to an arena "which 
allows îos the coexistence, inteiconnecion, and [sic] interaction of thought, dialogue, 
planning, and action" (360).in other wvords, the brand of Afncan feminism that will 
rmslate into he nnaterial, economic well-being of the African woman Imust advocale 
the intercoaneciion and coexistence of males and females. This explains why Mara, 
against all odds, strives to coexist with Akobi. Mama Kiosk's consciousness-raising, her 
aiempt io make Mara recognise Lhat her subjugaled ielatio1nship witl1 Akubi is ol 
iormal, proves abortive. Mara, iistead, chooses to live with her husband hoping that a 
compromise could be achieved through dialogue. 

Conclusion 

Kaye also raises the consciousness of Mara. Although partly in the trade of 
prostilution, when tirne and interest allow, she assis1s her husband to manage Peepy. She 
I00 went througha similar ordeal as Mara did. She becomes a confidant to Mara and 
enlighiers about her status as a sex slave. Based on the education gained from Kaye, she 
goes ih1cugh an epiphany of herself: 1 began to wonder. Why couldn't l take control of 

my own life [...1?" (118). Through consciousness-raising, Mara is able to, first, discover 
that she is nut a natural vicim of social inequality; second, that although she is socially 
Consruced to be thaL way, change is possible. In the end, she decides to, get unfettered 
íron male oppressiun. 

By closing readiug Amna Darko's Beyond the Horizon through the lenses of the feninist 
thoughts ofObioma Nnacmeka (nego-feminis1) and Catherine Mackinnon (consciousness 
raising and sexuality), we understand the dynamics of gender inequality in more proiound 
ways. Thus, the text is a literary strategy of reclaiming the African woman's self and 
dignity. Ánma Darko's presentation of the trafficked females, especially Mara, in the 
iext is reaistic abo1t their enforced passivity, second-class status, and humiliation. The 
Various aets uf brutal sexual intercowse are interpreted as the display of male power, 
since male picasure, seerns Lo be inexricably tied to victimising, hurting and expBoiing. 

Furthermore, the sexual relationship between Mara and Alkobi indicates sexualised 
inequalky and gender hierarchy, for while the inperaives of masculinity are enunciated 
through the croicizacion of dominance, the definition of femininity is captured by 
exoicisiag submission. By this argument, we afirm that the eradication of rafficking is 
tied to the eradication of sexual superiority. Moreover, through consciousness-raising, 
Mara disCovers that her unnatural socially constructed identity can be changed. in this 
connectúon, therefore, nairaing stories of lermale subjugation constitutes one of the potent 
ways of esistance against male dominance. In other words, by portraying the peculiar 
insidious trauma that attends African women, especially thOse trafficiked for prostitution 
and pomog1aphy, he society is conscientised and policymalkers are well-informed about 
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wihat shiuld izilin 1he rajcciory of their responsitbilitics. 
Tie svek entorceient of anti-trafficking legislation in Africa calls for urgent alteniwn 

among zovermiNCAT a:cucies and non-governmental organisations responsible for the 
taplemcLation oi such 0aws. ths paper submits lat nore anti-uafficiang iaws and 
olicies need to be made and enlorCed to enable eífective actions against trafficking in 

an i3eings for labour or Sexual exploitation. It is believed that African feminism as a 
politicai movelent can foster his. By adopting the ideas embedded in Obioma 

Nnaerneka's nego-feminisTn and Catherine MacKinnon's meLhod of consciousness-raising, 
African femiist can take a leap towards unraveling the uiiitarian face of the feminist 
itdeolog, particulaly in Lhe fight against trafficking in women and young girls. 

References 

Adepoju, deranti. "Review of Research and Data on Human Trafficking in sub- Saharan 
Africa." Data and Researclh on Husnan Trafficking: A Global Survey, e dited by F Laczko 
& E. Gozdziak, vol. 43, lniernational Organisation for Migration, 2005, pp. 75-98. 

Barny, PreL, Beginnirg Theory: An lutroduction io Literary and Culturat Theory secod 
ediion. Manchester UR 2002. 

Beriens, ilans Lilerary Theory: 7he Basics. Loudon: Routiedge, 2001. 
Darko, hmma. Deyond the Horizon. leinemann, 1995. 

Dobie, Aun. Tleery inio Practice: An introduction to Licerary Criticism. Wadsworth Cengage 
Leaming. 2009. 

Emenyi, Imoh Abang. Intersecion f Gender ed Voices. Concept Publicacions Limited, 
2005. 

Fashina, Nelson. "of wWhar Sex is the Text? A New Reading of Gender Characterization 
as a Trope of Harmony, Cooperaive Principle and Joint Heroism in Gabriel Okara's 
The Voice". Ajrican Study Monographs, vol. 30, no. 2, 2009, pp. 71-87. 

Jäcobs, Becly L. "Ünbound by Theory and Naning: Survival Feminism and the Women 
of the South Afican Vicioria Mxenge Housing and Development Association, Berkeley 
Journal of Gender, Lay & Justice, vol. 26, 2011. 

MackinuOn, Caherine. Toward a leminist Theory of the Stare. Harvard UP 1989. 
ÎMonde-Anumihe, Chinenyc. "Hurman Tafficking and Human Rights: The Movernent of 

Women from Nigeria to Europe". Syracuse Univ�rsily Honors Program Capstone Projecis, 
Paper 47,2013. 

Nnaemeka, Obioma. "Nego Feminisn: Theorizing, Pracicing, and Pruning Africa's Way". 
Signs edited by E LionnetL, ). Nnaemeka, S. H. Perry, & C. Schenck, vol. 29, no. 2, 
The University uf Chicago Press, 2004, pp. 357-385. 

Pordand `tale Unriversiuy."Prevention of Human Trafficking: A Review of the Literature". 
Criminology and Criminal Justice Senior Capstone Project, Paper 9, 2011. 

Tyson, l.ois. Critical Theory Today: A User-friendly Guide second edition. New York. 
Routdedge, 2006. 



Causes, Ejects, und Feminist Antidotes to Trafficking.. 195 

sman, likail Usman. "Trafficting in Women and Children as Vulnerable Groups: Talking 
Through Theones of international Relations". European Seientific Jor nal, vol. 10, no.17, 

2014, pp. 282-292. 

Wa Thiongo, Ngugi. (1972). Homecoming. London: Heinemann Educationai Books 
Limited. 


