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ABSTRACT

- 2

government area so surveyed.

Keywords:

The extent to which the use of herbal medicine is accepted among the poultry farmers was
investigated. Sixty-eight (68) poultry farmers within lwo local government of Osun-state requngied
to the structured questionnaire . Primary data generated were analyzed using descriptive statistics.
Acceptability of ethno veterinary medicine in poultry farming was not influenced by age, gender,
education, production type and experience but by fear of application, awareness, efﬁcacy and
| availability. Farmers are yet to exploit the use of herbal medicine in poultry production in the local
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INTRODUCTION
Livestock production is an important and

integrated component of the agricultural
production system in developing countries. In
fact, it plays a significant role in supporting
farmer's income and provision of food (Kohler et
al, 1996). However, among the factors limiting
livestock production especially poultry in the
tropics are diseases, weather condition and low
genetic potential of the indigenous animals, poor
feeding and management, lack of training and
experience of local people in animal husbandry
and absence of infrastructures necessary to
provide the needed inputs for production,
processing and  distribution(Wilson = and
McArchur,1992) Productivity in  commercial
poultry farming in Nigeria is severely limited by
disease (Ladan,1998), and thus¢# diseases
problem is unquestionably a major limiting factor
in the improvement of tropical livestock
production (Warren,1991).

Control of diseases in livestock relies mainly

- on the use of synthetic drugs and vaccines in""

combination with biosecurity. Unfortunately, high
cost of the drugs and vaccines and their erratic

supplies has compelled the farmers to start
exploiting alternative means of prophylaxis and

b

national and international organizations have not
yet recognized the role of ethno-veterinary
medicine in livestock development unlike the
human ethno-medicine which has been widely
recognized and used by various commercial and
developmental organizations (IIRR, 1996).

Traditional - livestock owners have an
excellent knowledge of ethno-botany, which has
formed the basis for screening plant materials as
potential sources of medical drugs (Anderson
and Walker,2001). Many herbs have been used
successfully against various infections among
livestock in Nigeria. The latex of Carica papaya
(pawpaw) leaves has been used against
Ascaridia galli of chickens. The seeds of
Leucaena leucocephala has been used agdinst
chicken mite; Hymenolepis nana (Nwude,1997).

Lime water has been used to treat Newcastle
disease, soaked native melon effluent has been
used to prevent gumboro disease, bitter leaves
and pawpaw leaves have been used to treat
coccidiosis (Jegede et al,2007). |
“ " "This work therefore investigated the extent to
which herbal medicine has been adopted by

poultry farmers within Iwo local government area

of Osun-State, Nigeria.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

therapy against various infections and | | o
~ Primary .data was generated and

infestations. Also, it has been severally reported
that the prolonged - synthetic
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awareness about ethno-veterinary medicine, the

type of herbs they have used, efficacy of the
herbs and the limitations.

The questionnaire was administered to

sixty-eight (68) respondents and were later
analyzed with simple descriptive statistics.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows the background of the
respondents within the surveyed area. 62.51% of
them were male and 37.49% were female
revealing that men get involved in poultry farming
more than the women. Majority of the
respondents (40. 63%} were within the age
bracket of 41-50years while many of them
(50.00%) had tertiary education and few (3.14%)
had just primary school education. Few of them
(15.69%) had long years of experience on the job
(>20years) while majority (31.31%) had 6-10
years of experience. Meanwhile, 85.87% were
mainly into layers (egg type chickens)
production, 4.82% mainly into  broilers
production and 9.52% were mainly into cockerels
rearing but none of them was into breeders
production. A lot of them however (65.62%) were
having stock below 500 birds, 25.04% were
having 501-1000 birds,6.32% having 1001-5000
birds and 3.12% having more than 5000 birds.
Majority of the poultry farmers within lwo local
government area had stock they can maintain
with the limited resources available to them due
to lack of incentives from governments and or the
banking institutions within the community. Those
having larger stock (5000+) were full time
farmers with longer years of experience on the
job and with enough tangible properties that can
serve as collateral whenever they need loan from
banks within the area.

Table 2 shows the response of the poultry
farmers to the adoption of herbal medicine for

treating diseases within their farms. The common

pnullry diseases in the study area were viral (fowl

pox, Marek's, gumboro, Newcastle disease)
which carries 51.19% of the distribution closely
followed by protozoal (coccidiosis), 20.04%,
bacterial diseases (21.64%) and lastly fungal
diseases(3.13%). Als0,70.82 % of the
respondents laid more emphasis on prevention
rather than treatment (29.18%) while vaccination
is the commonest mean of prevention (55.32%)
than medication(35.98%) and biosecurity
(8.70%).

Moreover, synthetic drugs were much more
preferred (87.50%) than herbs (12.50%) in terms
of efficacy and availability. Meanwhile, 56.25% of
the respondents were not aware of the use of
herbs against poultry diseases while 43.75%
were aware Those not using herbs revealed that
lack of proper education(10.00%) fear of

20

unknown(40.00%),poor  processing method
(20.00%),poor  standardizat: on(10.00%) and
unavailability(20.00%) were reasons for not
adopting ethno-veterinary medicine In poultry

production.Nevertheless,16.67% of the
respondents were inclined towards the use of
herbs if the need arises but with more
enlightenment while 83.33% were not ready 1o
adopt it now.

CONCLUSION

The findings revealed that the opportunities
in herbal medicine for poultry production have
not been exploited by the poultry farmers in Iwo
local government of Osun-State. Further
awareness must be created to sensitize the

poultry farmers.
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: ; Parameters ___Components Distribution (%)
Wilson,W.0. and McArchur,C.(1992): Tanin Comman Bacterial 21.64
chemistry in relation to digestion. J. Range disoases Viral 51.19
Management, 45:57-62. Fungal 313
Protozoal 24.04
Table 1: Socio-economic Background of the Solution to Prevention
Poultry Farmers Diseases 70.82
Parameters | Components | Distribution Treatment |
(%) 29.18
Gender Male 62.51 ‘|Vaccination
Female 37.49 Solution Medication
Age(years) 20-30 9.40 Methods Biosecurity
31-40 18.75 Synthetic drugs
41-50 40.63 Medication Herbs
>50 31.25 Preference For ]Efﬁc-acy
Education  Primary 3.14 Drugs Availabil
Secondary 43.82 Awareness of  [Yes :
Tertiary 50.00 Ethnovet No 56.25
Informal 3.14 Reason for not  |Lack of education 10.00
Experience using herbs Fear of unknown 40.00
(years) <5 25.00 Poor processing  20.00
6-10 31.31 : No standard 10.00
11-20 28.11 Inavailabilty of herbs 20.0C
Smeets - =2 15.69 Readiness to Yes 16.67 |
| Production ‘ adopt use of herbgNo 8333 |
| Type Broilers 4.82 Source: Field Survey, 2009. v
| Layers 85.78 e o
Cockerels 9.51 R T g
S oy o Hiceders 0.00 > hE
~ [StockSize <500 | 6562 R
L 501-1000 25.04 ety
1001-2000 | 632
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