‘ Book Review

Looking beyond Biafra, F

. acing Nigeria’ e
Areview of Chinu g Nigeria’'s Posterity:

a Achebe’s There was a Country

The intellectual ypr
. tluproar that greeted the Chinua Achebe’ i
what triggered my attention to lip thiough the

and spurred my interest to flip through the
gay%le\Sg (:flf)lllﬁel;otoil; :/th(l-:‘l} I fi.rst heal:d of an histgrical account of th§ most
renowned author Ille ust]m}fl. of Nigeria, the Blaﬁ:a war, published by a
uniting Nigeria a a 1011g 1t mfﬂl]y.sc.)meone has risen to the.: challenge of
1966. 14 gainst the eth.mc divides that led tco the war in the wake of
06. 1 thought Achebe had tried to recreate the history of his motherland
Nigeria and used the civil war as a tool to reintegrate Nigeria since he
belonged to the generation of writers in Africa that was preoccupied with
recreating the history of their individual countries to correct the negative
impression created by the white colonialists that Africa or Nigeria had no
civilization before their arrival.

I was however rather disappointed because his too much concentration
on the ethnic divides is disheartening and very unbecoming of a first
generation writer and a nationalist in Nigeria. Achebe begins what he calls
his personal history of Biafra with issues surrounding his coming of age as
well as the attainment of independence in Nigeria. Here, he paints a picture
of a utopian society in Nigeria, which although has many ethnic groups,
diverse cultures and traditions, still holds itself as one. In the later chapters
of the book, it becomes obvious that Achebe has reservations for the
leadership of the country since his kinsmen from the Igbo race have little or
no control in the activities of the nation then. He concentrates more on the
civil war where, in his opinion, the Igbo race suffered a great loss and
dehumanizing situations perpetrated by the then fec.leral government of
Nigeria throughiits military force. Acheb'e concludes his personal history of
Biafra, There was a Country with what I'will call. alament for the present. Stati
of the nation with the view that the 'natl.on has sgffered continua
backwardness as a result of what in his view 1s the continuous ostracizing

of his kinsmen the Igbo race from the country:

There are tons of treaties that t.alk gbout how the Igbo W";"e'
wonderfully integrated into nge‘rla. Well, Il?ave' ntews t::cli
them: the Igbo were not and continue not to be rlem egt;.ra "
into Nigeria, one of the main reasons for the country's contint

backwardness in my own estimation.
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Achebe’s views and standpoint might be justified, because having passed
through the negative and bitter experiences of the Fivil war, a reader
shouldn’t expect less from him. However, a close reading of the book wiJ|
reveal to the reader a man has expressed his bias for the Igbos and against
Nigeria. Also from his statementabove, the reader will get the impression of
an unpatriotic Nigerian who many years after the civil war still belieyeg
that his country is not united because a race is yet to be integrated back into
the country and he sees this lack of integration as the main reason for the
country’s backwardness. It would have been enough in my view if he had
not added that the backwardness of the country will continue unless the
Igbo race is integrated back into Nigeria.

In conclusion, the implication of what Achebe has done in Tliere was
Country is to concentrate more on the ethnic divides in Nigeria, such as
seeing a race as superior to the other and this amongst other reasons is the
same internal issue that ignited the war. As an renowned author of African
writing and one who believes in using literature especially in Africa to help
Africa regain belief in itself and put away the complexes of the years of
denigration and self abasement which he has duly expressed in his essay
“The Novelist as a Teacher”, one would expect Achebe to use his intellectual
prowess and carriage to guide the upcoming generations of Nigerian
children against the evil consequences of ethnocentrism. As much as the
book could be justified from its title as being the author’s very personal
history of Biafra, it however remains a wrong, biased and unbalanced
account of the Biafra war experiences. In his argument and the presentation
of happenings during the Biafra war, Achebe fails in the role of leadership
bestowed on him by history and posterity and in the words of the great
freedom fighter Nelson Mandela, “a good leader can engage in a debate
frankly and thoroughly knowing that at the end, he and the other side must

be closer, and ﬂlL.IS emerge stronger. You don’t have thatidea when you aré
arrogant, superficial and uniformed”.

Yemi Adegboyeg?
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