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ABSTRACT

Within the Nigerian context, it is worrisome to notice the way peaple make derogatory comments about Power
Holdings Company of Nigeria (PIHCN) formerly NEPA. This is due to the unabated epileptic power (electric)
delivery, which is seen as one of the major problems facing the Nigerian economy. For the past two decades,
successive governments in Nigeria have made serious attempts to address the issues of power (electric) supply.
Several studies have been conducted an power supply, without any serious altention on the relationship
between power supply and entrepreneurial development especially in Nigerian rural communities. This study

therefore examined the problem of power supply and its effects on ap

‘ prenticeship. Through a combination of
quantitative and gqualitative research methods, the study examined the problems encountered bv rural
entrepreneurs due to epileptic power supply and the coping strategies they adopted. The study also established
that apart from the serious devastating effect on SMEs in rural communities, )
affected apprenticeship. The study concludes, that gove
generation and ensures that the SMEs in rural areas is pi

goal of sustainable transformation is to be achieved,

power supply has seriously
rament must invest more in electricity power
ven a higher priority in the supply of electricity if the
INTRODUCTION

In Nigeria, it is worrisome to notice the way people make derogatory comments about Power Holdings
Company of Nigeria (PHCN) formerly NEPA. This is duc to the unabated cpileptic power (electric) dcli\'c;y
which is seen as one of the major problems facing the Nigerian cconomy. For the past two decades succcssivc‘
governments in Nigeria have made serious allempts to address the issues o ‘

| fepileptic power (electric) supply.
Several studies have been conducted on cpileptic power supply, without any sul'}r?uus I;(m.cmim: c:-;?l:':lic
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e ! wately, one of the major challenges of SMEs in
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Statement of the Problen,

A number of authors have ex
(2001) tocused on imprm'ing
study tound out that the d
adequate provision

.;nnmcd 1_th 1SSue of epileptic power supply in Nigeria, For example, Ayodele
o ‘I.md msm”,"".g ¢l cetricity power supply for socio-cconomic development and his
and si?{ﬂi‘?ﬁﬁt,::ll,-t\?l.l g:”“"‘ teonomy as an emerging market is technically a function of
crisis of power supply and implic: > I.“"_l.} power. Similarly, a rescarch by Okafor (2008) on development

istributi l P S mplication for industrial sector in Nigeria, found out that poor power generation
and d_um ution causes g major setback for the Nigeria's industrial development. Also, Asaolu and Oladele
glﬂi‘.-b) focused on public caterprise and privatization policy in Nigeria's cconomy, found out that
1nfraslruclurql L]L‘Cﬂ}' 15 the major problem confronting Nigeria and that clectricity gcncm'lmn s one-of fhe
causcs Oflhc1111r:1.<[r11cﬂn*:1ld-.:c:lyillNigcr".;L T .

Ibitoye and Adenikinju (2007 put the ele

total installed capacity is 6,500M W, PHCN ge o from gas, 0.5% from coal and 30.2% from hydro
plants located across the country. However due to poor infrastructure and losses, only 3,500MW was in
operation in 2010 .This mean there is a huge gap between supply and demand. As a consequence of this gap
Nigerians have to suffer power cut. However, cnergy was increased to 2948MW in the mid-80s to late 90s
before it jumped sharply to S958MW in 2000 with cleetricity tariff at N12.50 per kWh is extremely costly for
the Nigerian standard which has an average monthly carnings of N18,000 (CBN, 2011, NEPA, 2001 in Audu
and Apere, 2013). This led to the Electricity Power Scctor Reform (EPSR) in 2005 with the view of making
private sector the major engine of growth as wellas reintegrate Nigeria into the global economy as a platformto
attract foreign direet investment (FDI) in an open transparent manner. This metamorphosed into the repeal of
the NEPA Act and its restructuring, This gave birth to Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERQ),
Rural Electricity Agency (REA) and the National Electricity Management Company (NEMNCO) to manage
the residual asscts and liability of the defunct NEPA. This gave birth to a company called Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN) all in 2006. These cfforts led toan increase in power generation of 7042MW
between 2001 and 2008 yet it was far below the net demand of10000MW and the performance is unsatisfactory
asitcontinues to loss 50% of its production as unmetered consumption (Audu and Apere, (2013).

In the same vein, Rabiu (2009) focused on cost of cl;ctricily in Nigeria and observed that for three
decades, inadequate access to clectricity supply remain a big challenge lo the ngcrlq cconomy. Epileptic
power supply has been the major reason cited by many of the nmltmauor!als (Msf:hchp. Dunlpp Pl-:.:,
Volkswagen Plc, PZ, Unilever) that have cither cItJSt_:tl down or woundcc? up t]{qlr opcrations mlngcna_ This
has further worsened the level of unemployment in the country (National Technical Working Group on
Empiogﬁ?:;szc?)tiw exit of Michelin from Nigeria costs the cconomy 1.3{}[} dirgctjobs_. Similarly, in astudy
on youth unemployment in Nigeria, Kakwagh and II:;wuhu (2(][()) identified Increasing p-:)p‘:ll‘almn, high
degree of geographical mobility, lack of employable skills, and non-involvement of youth in decision making
processes as major causes of youth uncmployment. The st}ltiyllmrn?'cuur fails to recognize the Inadequate
provision of clectricity as one of the causes ofunemployment in ng?rm. ) o

Small and medium enterpriscs all over the ':vcnri(! hewlc been recognized for the -::nntnbuhpns they m‘ake to
the growth and development of their countrics' cconomics. However, over the years the fortunes of these
enterprises have dwindled in Nigeria especially in lhp Sn‘uih\w‘:sl. In ffwl. some authors h:nf'c ntlu:fcr\'cd 111:11;‘ this
situation may in no futuredistant lead to tllw lutul‘t_:xuncllml of Small and 11.1cdmm cmcrpr:qcs if lhc‘prmmling
conditions in this scctor persists (Afolabi and Gibbs, 1986; Kilbly, 1988; Mohammed, 2006).Infact. Kilbly

ctricity demand of Nigeria at about 18, 0000 MW, while the
nerated 69.3%
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(1988) in his study particularly emphasized that about seventy per cent (70%) f” M{‘juu unf,m“imm
enterprises in his study arca dic within five years of their establishment due to eprleptic I_"_‘:“ ”dblr"‘p Y. In other
words, epileptic power supplyin Nigeria isa serious problem that rcquircsuutt‘"“:_l"[m‘“fl :'Ei“‘ Y f smal

Henee, this study is set out 1o investigate epileptic power supply and coping stratcgies ol small scale
entrepreneurs especially in a semi-rural community such as wo.

OBJECTIVE OFSTUDY

Specifically, the study examined the following objectives: ,

I Perceptionof entreprencurs about the epileptic power supply in lwo communiy.. "
2. Problems encountered by entreprencurs as a result of epileptic power pupplyanliee commniy,
3. Coping strategics adopted by entreprencurs in Iwo community.

4. Effectofepileptic power supply on apprenticeship in Iwo community.

LITERATURE REVIEW : :
According to extant literature, the definitions of SMLEs vary in different cconomics h_ul the underlying concepl
is the same. Ayaggari et.al (2003) and Buckley (1989) argues that the detimtion ot .s_mnll and medium scale
enterprises varies according to context, author and countries. Ina country su_n:h as USA, Bratan and Canada,
small scale business is defined in terms of annual turnover and the number of paid employees “.‘—LPC}"“F‘E! and
Nyang, 1992).The Central Bank of Nigeria emphasizes that small scale industry as lhm_c CTUCTPFISCS W hich has
annual tumover not exceeding 500,000 naira (CBN, 1988). Similarly in 1990, the Federal Government of
Nigeria defined small scale enterprises for the purpose of commercial bank loans as those enterpniscs "'*'h(‘_f"‘-'
annual turnover does not exceed 500,000 thousand naira and for merchant bank loan thosc enterprises with
capital investment not exceeding 2 million naira (excluding the cost of land) or a mimimum of 5 million naira
(World Bank 1993).

Ogechukwu (2006) however argues that in the wake of SFEM and SAP cra in 1993, this value has now
been reviewed and subsequently, increased to five million naira. Since this happened, there may be a need to
classify the small scale industry into micro and super-micro businesses, with an intention of providing
adequate incentives and protection for the former. In that context, any business or enterprise below the upper
limit of N250, 000 and whose annual turnover exceeds that of a cottage industry, currently put at N5, 000 per
annum is a Small scale industry.

The National Directorate of Employment (NDE) concept of a Small scale industry has been fixed toa
maximum of N35, 000. In other words a business unit ot not less than $240 dollar1s classified as a Small scale
business in Nigeria. This situation may however not be the same in other countries, but that classification may
be useful in other developing countries, because of the low capacity of their Small scale industries (Hoffman,
2005).

There arc so many small scale business units in Nigeria which falls within this range and most of them are
in the commercial sector. However, a common trend in Nigeria today 1s the deliberate elassification of service
provider, hotels, fast food and restaurants as small scale enterprises.

THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUALFRAMEWORK OFANALYSIS

The Concept of Rural Development

The concept of rural development which has defied casy definition has received a ereat deal o fattentionboth in
the international and national development plans (Lele, 1975). Several scholars have attempted to define rural
development. As far back as three decades ago, Mabogunje (1981) defined rural development as the
improvement of the living standard of low income population living in rural arcas, on a self-sustaining 1'“,\“
through the transformation of the socio-spatial structure of their productive activities. S i

William (1978) defined rural development as the generation of new ¢

to arable land, equitable distribution of housing, maitenance of law
opportunitics for saving, credit and investment, Ekong (2003 revie
on rural development in Africa defines rural development as !
cultural and institutional measurers are implemented with
improving the socio-cconomic conditions in order to
national level".

mployment, more equitable access
and order, creation of incentives and
viewing the report of a sub-regional workshop
A process by which a set of technical. social,

1]"(1 Ii'lr |hl." lllh;\hn:uﬂ_q 0 r n"-l\] Arcas W Hh lhk‘ am ntl

achieve harmony and balance both on the regional and
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M L population and whase feome ot seriy g Uiy 1~"““.'"“"“ Development in Africa held af (badan defincd
s Iin the way of ll‘;:k OUVERIng ety inld'lll Hative and qualitative chanpes ocenrring among i gven
Jiangees ¢ wWay o ol " vl 1§ e T TR e ORI 1
Lhmi‘g Aok 111&:‘_“1 | llL ol Il.hru People coneerme ;'l"-'- e, urise in the standard of living and |“‘-““"'I]'|‘*
develon 1 mi 'mll‘l LA hutrition eXlension ufu,“ ' I.‘ does not mean isoluted progrimmes ol 'communtly
o T L S ) e A . ! . " | i ld 1
arce LL‘IYIL(— 'I : "]E. ‘”.“dl |“L|,[_\ or \\,I“H" tl'll.- ”llrll '} Ul lh‘L n”lLl h.”“h' Ilpl'l“"l I“Hl‘\:l“ll“l [”'Jl'.”““m“‘ “JIHLI]
of the rural ar¢as™ The conference placed et - Hnteans e, o comprehensive development
presUpPOSes the recognition of y | ml“”“‘l‘““lﬂ on the subjeet of "integrated rural development” which
. LI . al- ] . : 4 r
considered L 1solation but in relation o4 ‘1.1,.1 continuum and the implication that the nural area cannol be
urban migration, rural exodus ang :u‘l'icu'll]t:r}lllhm} counterpart, for it is in this sense that the problems of rural-
Kumar (1979) defines ¢ > dhmd industrial devel st can be tackled
. . S rural develonme abdevelopment can be thekied, :
recognizes that national development ! I'!lm}.m is 0 comprehensive mode of social tansformation which
rural development is a snciu.)-uc..n",mi‘,lm!hl "W“["L“ all the element of the population. e further states that
resources and income within g "-m:icL: ]‘rl;tu\s.\' 'utihll_'ll seeks o bring about o more equitable distribution of
development as a concept for Pl"-;lni ﬁ}_f' “””""’”!H the same trend of thought, Ont (1990) viewed rural
cradicating rural poverty, It iy ll'\';l'\l|‘:rll\rr“|_“!i executing changes in the rural areas with the aim of reducing or
SUALY with a view to offering fundamental changes in the living conditions of

the rural dwellers to enable them particinate e : :
ation. W paticipate actively in the socio-economic and political development of the

gional Plyni
lanning

The Lurope: ‘twork Tor
i ilg; crucli;l Im .::l:cll:i!:;::?I:tl:)ll:lm‘lnlﬁt::‘::lli{:)::l\.:uyt':|?|1n:11l (2007) L‘mphusin;d that im'u.\'liplg in lu‘unun capital ""_[!
he Bl mnae Gt gl dL‘VL‘IGDmL‘nl o o “t?l IL_,;H\\-III and employment in rural areas, I'hese factors cul across
hclping p:_‘()plc mlapl i t . I. ‘u,.wi..l ey can L‘_nllli'lhllic 10;
. amore marketoriented agriculture
promoting new ways of'selling/dealing with tisk in competitive markets
raising cconomic and employment activity rates
cncouraging development of micro-businesses
facilitating innovation and rescareh and development take-up
fostering dynamic entreprencurship
improving management of processes in the agricultural-food chain
encouraging the take-up and use of ICT
Making use of opportunitics from improved local infrastructure, and environmental land management.
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Ogwumike (1995) pointed out that the coneept of rural development emphasizes any conscious effort by the
government and the community with the aim of enhancing the level of living in the rural scetor. He further
states that rural development aimed at poverty alleviation should be directed at producing food, shelter and
infrastructure such as potable walcr, clectricity, roads, markets, recreational centres, amongst others, to the
rural populace. .
Mwabu and Thorbeck (2001) emphasized that rural development usually encourage diversitication,
which in turn will stabilizc incomes and eventually alleviate rural poverty. In .“"‘: same vein, Awuycmi_ {.20{15)‘
argucd that what should be the centrepiece of rural flcvclnpmcnl thinkingin Nigeria are l]u: provision of
infrastructures and the crcation of the facilitating environment that encourages the flourishing of non-farm
rural activitics, such Small scale cnlerpriscs. » et dovel T i -
Ekong (2003) concluded that the nb.u::;lwgs‘_ {TI .mr{ll 'I.L.‘.I!'};l(.?pII;LIIllll?'l” Il*Jllg‘ur!n before political
independence did not include scl‘f-rclmncc and P“m‘*'!;d-ﬂﬂ:ll lf;lsm‘,l‘f anc 11f!l |:-|Lt.l ct:mlnpnwnl but rather
emphasized ecconomic participation at the nu;m-lc\‘n_ ‘a‘nt ul‘nlp,mlm rnrfl 'lllftl]flth \:vlm:h entailed j:'nc
relegation of indigenous valucs and the adoption Qi w::.slr:rn‘ tee ."."f" (ngy, value systems and consumption
patterns. He further cmphasizcd ihat after the utl:nnl‘m.ltl‘ui ])f:]}llt\ll -’mlclcuumlcnncc. the COf!CC]}t of rural
development was reconsidered and suhscql.lcnily ll_u: L(]nLL['.I[ ol ‘|nt§,g1.mnn was mlrlmlucucl into the term.
The concept entails amongst other thing _1!1at‘cﬂccl|w: |1rugr.mmu.‘nl development be judged by the number
istribution of cople dircetly hclwﬁllngufrfnlnsu-::h‘pmgrnmmc.s. . ‘
and distribution ol pcop . .wpoints and definitions of rural development, it is apparent that ¢fforts geared
From the vun.o_ll-" "T,I:J-m? and development will include among other things, the formulation and
?{}wards rurql transfo‘rl‘:.m I.Lh,n:m|]cncm|rngc and promote the well-being of rural dwellers, as well as ensure
lhmpIimcnliﬁlf)l];;ggligsfw ;,1 the socio-cconomic development of the nation. As a matter of fact, if all these
that they actively pe $
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al development will brther fead 1
al sectors, These differences wij)
arhan centres. Fhe resulig
{, over populton, o und

arc absent, it will amount to rural under development, and the absence ol ru
sharp differences in social development existing between the urhan and nn .
further lead to the migration of able-bodicd young people from rural areis (0 l]u,.
effect is the ageravation of the problems ol unemployment or under-employmen
water pollution in the urban centres, A L LonTrIT .

Fn conclusion, any meaningful rural development programmes will nol n:-n:yI l-:_lr|[ll-|1illlu::]’t‘ll:I’I'*IL:-:;ILIlll‘l-:-}llllv
being of the rural populace, it will also help o aceelerate the pace ol cconomic and seciitte I
rural and urban scctors.

Problems of Small Businesses in Nigeria s it less capitil, enjoy quick
According to Gupta (2003), while small scale entreprencurs cansetup husiness wi lpsarap | |nck
returns and can be flexible in handling the vagaries of the market, they face SOme problems "”'“[_L "'l‘ —

1. Paucity of Finance: The small enlreprencurs possess il wcnk_ﬁnlunc:n] Huuct_ula'lulul! “m: | Lxunlr;u_h,n
difficult to obtain credit beeause of lack of collateral sceurity. I'his acts as @ big _|l-“‘_l_ LA LJI*.L.T{'I l}’ n
the initial stages, in most of their operations like their ability to hire the best workers or to purchise the
latest machinery and equipment or to acquire sophisticated technalogy. _ bersndlitiie il

2. Pooravailability of power and other infrastructure: Though infrastructural bottlence Inl.lllf I‘I[“_‘ i
for big businesses too, yet they can overcome these problems o some extent IwL::uh_-LI* of then | m.nu._ml.
strength c.g. generating their own power, or cven influencing the govel nment in fming ats policies
sometimes. The small entreprencur on the other hand has to ball le with them. -

3. Obsolete Technology: Most small businesses usc old technologies becatse they cannotafford hetter, As
a result the quality of their goods is inferior and the cost of production is higher than i case of other big
ventures. This has acted as a scrious handicap especially afler opening up of the cconomy when they
have had to compete with imported goods, . o _

4. Marketing Problems: The small entreprencur cannaot supply standardized goods of high quality and as
a result cannot compete with products ol big companics. They usually do not have a hrand name or
royalty, as there arc hardly any funds foradvertising or sales promotion. _

5. Poor Managerial and Organizational Skills: usually the entrepreneur has to perform a multtde of
diverse functions invariably without having any exposurc 1o professional education or formal traming,
The large sector on the other hand can hire the best qualified and trained people.

6.  High Incidence of Sickness: scven out of ten small businesses ustally die within three to five years of
their establishment. Reasons for this include among others poor managerial skills, lack of experience,
poor quality of products, Apart from the above-mentioned problems the small scale entreprencur has
weak bargaining power to deal with supplicrs and [inancial institutions, to face burcancratic red tapism
and is unable to investinrescarch,

Power Supply and Smalland Medium Scale Enterprises in Nigerin
The SMEs and micro-businesscs such as barbing and hair salons, electronie repairs, business centers, welding,
vulcanizing, etc, cannot run profitably on power generating sets ina highly competitive and open economy like
Nigeria because of the high costs of fuel and maintenance, Ithas been observed that the power pencrating sets
which have now become the primary source of clectricity supply to small scale enterprises ought 1o serve as
backups in the event of disruption from national sources but unfortunately the so called hm:‘kmw are now
serving as the primary source. Power supply has the potential ol increasing the cost of production and
subsequently affects the prices of goods (Okercke, 2010).

As emphasized above a number of SMEs in Nigeria depend largely on electricity power to operate, Ina
recent study, Barros, Ibiwoye and Managi (2011) posit that Nigerian cconomy is characterized by l;ﬂ'nzlnll"'
sector which rely heavily on clectricity power to operate, This is due to the failure of n-m-l’l 1CN 10 !111".'I{ii.‘
stable and adequate power supply, hence alternative though expensive private arrangements hi ,‘,I, l l!- ade
by those companies and SMEs that want to remain functional and productive, Entre e b i
cope with the expensive alternatives have no other choice than to seek :!11-:.rn:|1i\-‘lv 1;11.'
Power Supply and Its Implications for Sustainable Development o

Th.c epi]epl[c nature of our clectricity supply has serious implics
developing countrics. For example, some manufacturing (irms in Nigeri
coston power generation (Lee and Anas, 1992). :

prencurs who could not
ans ol ivelihood,

thons on the ceonomy ol mosl
aspend close 10 90% ol their vanable
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As far h:l_t:k as wo decades ago, Worl 9
;n Nigerid and 1t was put at USD38g 1‘_1}'“-911;[“.,_““1 0
ow Power Llelding Company of Nigeria (prion .S
US[;1¢!UI111I!10!1. llm\.'n:‘-;-.:r‘ the short (e losses ﬁ\‘{ Teve
|osses 19 CATNOL b ¢ estimated (Worlg B'.mkh I:}:;I*L ‘"?"'
Nigeria's Qupuia}tmn have aceess 1o m"‘l’llhlic' ; *] A
ﬂ,,dnmnl.ttucmrlng sghscctnrut‘tlm ceonomy powe
For any meamngful industriali, Y.
cemain a constant element of the proe

du:mk[m
million. A ot S'l}uf}‘ on the adaptive cost ofelectricity failure
TILI:[L‘:T,I li‘:utmjml Llectric Power Authority (NEPA)
d by ":‘*‘-";'l\"'l.lu‘gltl??l-tllljlwL.I constmer energy was put at
o U a:md :I?UP;LLLIL l‘\.u.-: FIW nterials and equipment
sl l'illtlihi'iiqulw:::: _un.mh,lsllfcd that only 34%, of
. Sisalways i shortsupply to the houschold
ation process to take place i :
S5 8y, Aceard: HCC I any economy, electneity s " mus
cnerey SC_TTUT_I’I the goal of soc in—cc011:)?;}{:\5:35;{:;:;%1?:1R_:l':“ (1995), it is mportant Tor I\Tﬂ,lt.l ::::nk‘l:”l:!:.l ‘1 :::ll‘;:
Epileptic power supply has sreatimplen oo sustainable development is to be realised.
irregular power supply coupled i‘jir:il':;‘;:;‘gﬁ:tu:-lm onthe economy of Ni gcri;i. First, due to the inadequate and
shifted their attention towards g) termative 1 i ale ?‘Pv“‘m'“c"l spending on capital goods, manufacturers have
continually led to an increased in the Clmt;lf“mlr;" ‘1t power supply in the country. This dey clopment has
rchlCtiml on mﬂﬂllf‘ﬂCluring l-“'l}dllk:[i\-'ii 4 In'-"l‘u 'L!Ctll.‘rl‘il'l.ltd mn the pri-.:u:i of zoods and services. Secondly, the
discourage export of domestic voods ¥ queto madequate and irregular power supply will automatically
£00ds. Since manufacturers are running a gcnummr‘c-:mmmg.'. prices of

domestic goods relatively becomes hialer (on e i s
ment showing excess of'i comes higher than torcign goods. This canlead to unfavourable balance of
paymcl g exeess ofimport overe i : alance o

xport, as well ax reductionn S A e 1
2006). P well as reduction in the country’'s foreign reserves (Ndebbio,

In other to capture the seriousness of the -
coRiBtan pawET DIIT.Ingcs, mi:.l?j::t:m ;ult‘;d:rt {mua.r andr prc::.-:n! a SL‘n‘pc on the cconomic consequences of
disio] sciall y:  “iopments have shown that some companies in Nigeria have relocated
elsewhere, especially to nughhourmg countrics, where power isconstant. Most of these companies have to
grapple \}-‘1111 !hc heavy costs of installation and maintenance of infrastructural facilitics in Ni~~uri:1 and this has
led to a situation where some of these companies either relocated or closed down cum|1lclcl}‘.rlimm|1lc of such

companics includes Dunlop Nigeria ple and Michelin. This situation has worsened Nigeria's growing
uncmployment rate. 8 g g

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

The study was conducted in Iwo community in Osun state, Nigeria. The population of lwo local government is
putat 191,348 (NPC, 2006). Most of the people who reside in Iwo engage in small scale businesses, while some
are farmers.

The study population was small scale entreprencurs in barbing salon, hair dressing salon and welding
establishments and their apprentices in Iwo community of Osun state. Males and Females of different social
and economic background were selected.

The study adopted a combination of both quantitative and qualitative methods of data collection. Using
multi stage sampling technigues, Iwo community was clustered into north, south, cast and west and 120
questionnaires were administered in the four regions but only 100 questionnaires were obtained for analysis. A
purposive sampling technique was used sclect 110 apprentices for 1:1-dcpt!1 interview. Data collected trom
quantitative technique was analyzed with the aid of descriptive tools, while qualitative data collected was

subsequently analyzed with the usc of content analysis.

TS AND DISCUSSIONS ‘ . o
?rEofntlicrlSa?li: 1 above. 32% of the respondents are barbers, 20% of the respondents are hair dressers, 18% ot

the respondents have frozen foods storc and 30% of lIch rcslpnndclmis are v:.c'{,h,:m '\.‘Im 1115“1_;11'-1? \l ;hm:.l -:h;\;m

ST ts.Scventy-cight (78%) were male while twenty-two (22%) were temale. Thas
the sex distribution gt‘rcspondcri than female. Also, the age distribution of respondents presented above shows
result SEIDWS that males al[;f:c”;{:z‘-hmlckm of ( IIS-24). l?ﬁirwcrc between the age bracket ur(:_s‘-;m. 51%% were
that 16% were between 3%' 49) while 6% were within the age bracket of ( 50 and above). This result shows
between the age F;rackct Ocl ’ ;\ s of (31-49) formed the highest number of entreprencurs in [wo community,
that people “t'lhm }hc aee bmt[ -L ts -.c;:urdin-f tomarital status shows that 18% of the population were single,
The distribution of ti:u(rcspﬁ::ln L,n ‘divorcctl “From this analysis it shows that majority of the entrepreneurs in
79% wera martied, whllc‘3 u Tluc the di‘ill‘iiﬁllti(‘ll‘l of respondents according to their educational background
[wo community are '.mmt:d' ; Slo‘:us hm;c primary education, 59% have secondary education, and 15% have
—— 26‘}:; = lll}cr: C'?I;?'?’;:U“"-Q that majority ol the entreprencurs in lwo community are literate,
Post-sccondary education. FHIs ' .
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daily meome of below # 1K, §72, Loy

]] A H A} AR TRITE ¥ N L * s - ¢ Y "'It'*i A i
i el s 24 Wl i w pamicons it ome within the cash e of 5400 |- gy

wathin # 100154000, while 29% of the respondents camed a daily me ol S T
above. From this we can denote that majonty of'the respandents in [wo comtii : '-' i M“_fk\{-:l,un
the amount of #1001 #4000, The study showed that the respondents Jf: tﬂ.l“ ; h'r'l:h o h*ll:!-q[ e c‘r( u;c.
c-‘“cn“-igc: Hi“bl“gﬁd]t\ﬂ l-::\" o) han tlll:!\"i“lg salon l:“ﬂuh (fozen food (1S o) and Welding DUSINesSs { 55 )

Perveption of Entreprencurs about Power Supply

Data trom table 2, 2195 ot the respondents sard that electnienty sup : above, it shows that the of
saud that the supply ot electnicity m the community 1s irregular I-'mn} the ;||1.1!_n.:1': -Il ( ;» -| 'l.tl b Tt ._L'U,
electieny supply  lwo community is extremely poor.  Findings from “"‘1",,:'““ 35 hi“ = ":\ _1“1 k!”t :L:
respondents power supplvhad low cost effeet on poods and services, \rllllc - "b SaK P i“.f “‘TI“LLT.
modente effect on cost of poods and services in Iwo community. Majority 7170 0l i rmp”_mh-mqSL.L.IJ"‘: 7
were ot the view that power supply had high cost implication on goods and services im t'hr: wn‘lmulﬂh} From
table 2, above result, itshows that power supply really affeets goods and servicesn lwo community

ply in the commuaity is regular, whale 79,

Problems Encountered by Entreprencurs Due to Power Supply :

Data presented in able 2, showed that majority of the respondents 97% (entreprencurs) admutted they
experience epileptic power supply duce to cmp_l_\' promises made by the government and the increase m pnice of
tuel which they cannot attord, Also, majority of the entreprencurs (78%) 1n the study arca encounicred
ditheulties in expanding their businesses due to epileptic power supply in the community. Furthermore,
majority ot the entreprencurs (889 o) encountered ditticultics in making profit (see table 2) This is because they
experience poor sales in their businesses due to epileptic power supply. Also. 6975 of the respondents
(entreprencurs) said motivation to work is very poor, while 31°6 said motivation towards work 1s not poor (see
table 2). From this, we can infer that in wo community, motivation to work 1s poor due to the epileptic suppls

ofelectricity,

Also, 77% of the respondents said it is hard to meet up with the demands of customers duc to power
problem, while 230 said it is not hard (see table2). From this analysis, 1t can be concluded that 1t 1s hard for
entrepreneurs in lwo community to meet up with the demands of their customers due to the epileptic power
supply.

Furthermore, 87% of the respondents said that epileptic power supply reduces the qualhity of the senvices
they render to their customers. While 13% said epileptic power supply does not affect the services they render
(sec table2). From the explanation above, it can be concluded that cpileptic power supply affects the quality of
services entrepreneurs in lwo community render to their customers,

Coping Strategies Adopted by Entreprencurs
[n another finding, 35% of the respondents in lwo communmty buy generators in order to aid their services 1o
therr customers, while 65% venture into other businesses. 10 1s obvious that majonty of entreprencurs in Iwo
community are venturing into other businesses like motoreycle business due to the p-.;c-r conditton of electnony
inthe community. ’
In addition. 15% of the respondents mtend moving to other communitios that has better power supply
than [wo community, 55% are still benton staving in the community no matter w hat happens, whale :u-*;. ﬂtfih';
respondents have been indecisive about the situation. h o
Also, finding revealed that 427 of the respondents have decided to quit their vanous businesses an
move into salary paying jobs, 23% are stll bent on the continual of thewr vanous l"l]\l'lh."i\-‘\'_\l hli 4 '1%‘-“.\1 c:'t
indecisive about the situation. From the statement above, it can be concluded that majonn ‘:t the ,nL[r'.' ﬂ;n.‘.,l-\-
in Iwo community has decided 1o move mto salary paving jobs due 10 the epile n: o i [‘ _ P :“."
the communuty. puc power supply situation m

[ =

Effect of Power Supply on Apprenticeship

All the respondents concluded that power supply had effect on the training of
since most of the respondents have gadget powered by clectnicity in their VATIoUS |
train their apprentices. The number of apprentices have radically reduced ;md.h
business output. '

apprenticeship. Parnculardy
vorkshops which arc used 10
as subsequently affected the
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According Lo some respondents (e
ﬂppmmicc and also im.:upm:itulcd those
Laman apprentice working w
peen able to getaceess to operate the
once inthree weeks and that onee wi
have leftand ventured into other byg

epileptic supply of ¢
o Presently leaming, | 1e
ithOlaoluwy business ce
msinee o »
I be for s

Inesses (1

leetricity has reduced the learning abilitics of
reacomment lrom one of the apprentice;
- ifjl;u‘,nul'u‘ h{-“rl: ’numcnms computers but i have not
S |La u‘n'nl:w_ u[ hEC:lLI‘SL' power comes somelimes
DL,20,male l‘wn 5 appearsinfact majority of the people learing
’ JIwo, April 2013)
ereis the view of anoth ontl . .
"l(l)ur o i ‘;t;l:;{‘)[;:“ll;'t:::iﬂn‘lltj:u'l.unuwllh the instrument that requires clectricity?
that requires light for usage has been L%:m.a :Iillm:uf Soweare able to sew well but the machines for cmbroideries
learn how 10 use it before we can be pive LII‘L'(\ ‘1 or months in our shop dite to absence of clectricity.and we must
pormally is meant to be for two ve L' Lli. |1Ll.dﬂl'l'| to be on our own, This increases our year of learning which
T T S fyears ‘Wfd also makes us unable to learn new st les because we do not have light
to operate the machlm_. weneed inlearing them (1D1,19, female 1wo. April "Ubg 3) .
From the results Obm‘mcd from the respondents, it was ;iiscnvc;cd ll‘:z\tl:nu;l trainees do not want to lcam one
Fmdﬁ oLthc ot!lct ugau: l:mcuusc th? world is getting more civilized and the ﬂ:quircmc‘nts t‘nrjc-i:;‘mg " n;z ol
::[‘1:10 ié’ii‘;igi{:‘?? ;:Tllzliiﬂt\ 110 .hcln smcw:ful L‘.[lll’—:.‘[‘ll'{fl‘l(.‘l.lr: one must be up to date by understanding the
L q - thewr businesses. Most of these technologics require constant supply of
clectricity. Unfortunatcely, the unstable nature of power supply in Iwo community has affected most of the
apprentices who are presently involved in vocational training. Consequently, a number of them who could not

;:11dure have move to other activitics like motorcycle business where they can get access to daily income with
css sircss.

CONCLUSIONS

Bascd on the findings of this study, small scale enterprises are fundamental to the development of our cconomy
and stable powers supply is the only means of achicving this laudable goal. As a matter of fact, stable power
supply will aid profit making and business expansion for entreprencurs. However, it is practically difficult to
make profit with cpileptic supply of clectricity. This is to say that constant or regular power supply is @ must if
our SMEs must survive and cntreprencurs and apprentices will be encouraged. Othenwise the goal of
sustainable development will be a mirage.
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Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics and selected

ariables of respondentg
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— I \T8) =100
Variables ggmtmﬂ&m : lQ_QL
Gender Male %)

Female ']‘g —
Age(Years) 18-24 27
: 25-30
31-49 51
50+ 2 S
Marital Status Single 18
Marricd 79
Divorced 3 SS—
Educational background Primary 26
Secondary 59
Post-Secondary 15 =
Type of Enterprise Barbing salon 32
Hair dressing salon | 20
Frozen food 18
' Welding Business 30
Daily Income Below 1000 24
(Naira) 1001-4000 47
4001 and above 24
Source: field survey, 2013
Tables 2: Selected variables of respondents on power supply and production/sales of goods and
services.
Variables % (N =100)
Effect of Power supply on Cost of | Low cost 7
goods and services Moderate cost 22
High cost 71
Respondents View on electricity Regular 21
supply Irregular 79
Respondents views on Government | Government not doing enough 97
effort on supply of electricity Government doing enough 03
Views on power supply and Power supply affect expansion 78
business expansion Power supply did not affect
expansion 22
Views on power supply and profit | Affect profit making 38
making Did not affect profit making 12
Views on power supply and Affect meeting demands 77
meeting customer’s demand Did not affect meeting demands 23
View on quality of power supply Power supply affect quality o R—
and services Power supply did not affect quality | 13
Source: field survey, 2013 T e




