’»“"SURVEY OF TEACHERS' USE OF INFORMATION RESOURCES IN SECONDARY SCHOO .

LIBRARIES IN ILE-IFE CENTRAL&LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OSUN STAT o

ABSTRACT

The study mvestzgated the utilization of information resources. by teachers in secondary schools
that have functional libraries in Ile- Ife Central local Government Area. A survey research method
was used for the study. The instrument for data collection was the questionnaire.. The population
of this study comprised of 314 teachers in 9 secondary schools that have functional Libraries i mo
lle-Ife. The sampling techniques used for this study was Total Enumeration. The results of the
study revealed that the most45(37.7%) accessible information resources were dlctzonary,'
Jfollowed by textbook and encyclopedias. The most 43(35.8%) utilized were textbooks, followed by
dictionary and magazine. The study revealed that there was a significant relationship (r= 0.716,
p < 0.05) between accessibility and utilization of schools' library information resources of teachers
in lle- Ife Central Local Government Area, Osun State. It was recommended that adequate funding -
should be provided for school libraries to enable them meet the challenges o f information
provision. :
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Introduction -

School libraries are very important units in the school ’system They are established for the

- purposes of meeting the information needs of both staff and students in the school Over the

years, the: concept of school libraries has been subjected to different definitions by various
authors based on their perception. However, a more recent definition has been propounded byk
IFLA school libraries section standing committee (2015) describe school libraries as school's
physical and digital learning space where reading, 1nqu1ry, research thlnking, 1magination
' and creat1v1ty are central to students information - to- knowledge journey and to their personal
, social, and cultural growth. ‘
Mohammed (12398) described the school library as a mediurn for stimulating and encouraging
the creation and utilization of variety of 1nformation resources by both the pupils / students and : 'k
‘ : teachers. He added that the school library serves to 1ntegrate teaching and learning using both
| print and non-print media resources usually with the assistance of professional library staff.
The school library plays an important role in the teaching — learning proc‘ess in the school
- system. It enables the teachers to have access to 1nformation that will aid them in transmitting . -
knowledge to their students. Itis generally believed that when teachers use the school libraries
they will acquire a broader range of teaching strategies which they utilize m teaching their -
students. Apart from this, school libraries are of great value to students because they prov1de
support for them in learning and using 1nformation regardless of 1ts format.
Although school libraries have contributed 31gn1ficantly to students and teachers access to
| information sources, there has been a very limited study conducted in Nigeria on the usage of .
o information resources among teachersin secondary schools

'Statement of the Problem

Ex1st1ng studies on school libraries in Nigeria have focused on students' usage However, little
| attention have been paid on the use of school hbrary information resources among teachers in
secondary schools. Paying attention on the use of school libraries among teachers will reveal the
level of access and use of school library information resources and equally identify factors
1nﬂuenc1ng them. This present study 1ntends to fill th1s gap |

. Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study are to: : ¥ :

5 Ascertain the frequency of teachers v1s1t to the school library

2 Find out the main reasons for using the school llbrary

3. Determine the length of time teachers spend in the library during each visit,

A Determine the information sources that are mostly access1ble to teachersin the school

 library




g Bon Howfrequent does teachers visit the schoolhbrary'? =

o ‘,Research Questlons

',The research questlons for the study are

What are the reasons for usmg the school 11brary’> '

ers stay in the school hbrary :
4; What is the level of access1b111ty to 1nformat10n resources of teachers in the school
library?
o How often do teachers use the information resources in the school library?
6. To what extent are teachers satisfied with school library information resources?

Research Hypothesis

The research hypothe31s of the study is
1. There is no significant relatlonshlp between acces31b1hty and use of 1nformat10n

resources in school libraries among teachers.
Review of Related Literature

Adeniji (2006) studied the utilization of school library by teachers in six secondary
schools in Ogun State. A total of 90 out of 120 responses were received and analysed. The
findings revealed that eight percent of the teachers were aware of the existence of libraries in
their various schools. The study also revealed that the library collection were inadequate in
meeting the teachers demands, as most of them had to visit other libraries to obtain more
.information on their area of needs. It was also found that most libraries were manned by
teachers without qualification in librarianship. The study recommended adequate funding of
school libraries and attendance seminars, in-service training and other developmental
programs by library staff to enhance their performance on the job.

Mokhtar and Majid (2005) explored the use of school libraries and their resources by
teachers, their level of collaboration with their school librarians and the problems faced by them
in using these libraries. Seventy-six teachers from seven schools in Singapore participated in
the study. The results showed that teachers generally did not use their school libraries and
various information resources effectively, mainly due to the inadequacy of their school libraries
in terms of educational materials. In addition, it was found that teachers did not collaborate
with their school librarians in planning their lessons or other academic activities.

Bouazza and Al-Mufaraji (2005) investigated the nature and extent of use of school
libraries by teachers in preparatory and secondary schools in Oman. 302 teachers participated
in the survey. The study evaluated the types of materials and the range of services used. It also
assessed the extent of teachers satisfaction with provision of information resdurces and
services. The results of the survey revealed a low usage of school libraries by teachers in
preparatory and secondary schools in Oman. The survey revealed that school libraries held
poor collection, especially of audio-visual material, journals and electronic resources and
access to the internet. The study also. revealed that teachers were dissatisfied with library

services because they appeared to be poorly developed and tended to be traditional in character.
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Omera (2013) studied the utilization of secondary school libraries by teachers and
students in Idah local government council of Kogi state, Nigeria. 182 teachers and library staff
from seven secondary sc_hool_s and colleges participated in the survey. The results of the study
revealed that there was a shortage of qualified library personnel to man the libraries, that audio-
visual resources like slides, films filmstrips, transparencies, record and record players

television, audio- -tapes, cassettes and cassettes recorders were not available in the school
libraries. The study also found that there was a low patronage or usage of the library by teachers
and that majority of teachers and students were not satisfied with the available library
resources. ’ | o ’

Wessels and Mnkeni-Saurombe (2012) investigatecl the use of the school library at a
_primary school by teachers at the end of a literacy project W1thout the guldance of the project -
facilitators at the school. The findings suggest that the school library was bemg utilised and
appreciated as an integral part of the learning process. However, the teachers seemed to need

further exposure and training on information literacy. ! '

» Mansor and Nor (2011) 1nvest1gated the use of the school resource centre among high
school teachers in Malaysia. One hundred and eighty four school teacher in five public schools
‘participated in the study. The study revealed that the level of school resources centre usage
arnorrg teach'ers was low because majority of the teachersiseldom visited the school resource
centres. That majority of teachers who visited the school resource centres did so for pleasure
reading instead of using the services for their teaching-learning purposes. That respondents
‘were not using enough of the latest search methods like the OPAC Bouazza and Al-Mufaraji
(2005) investigated the nature and extent of use of school libraries by teachers in preparatory
and secondary schools in Oman. 302 teachers participated in the survey. The study evaluated
the types of materials and the range of services used. It also assessed the extent of teachers
satisfaction with provision of information resources and services. The results of the survey
revealed a low usage of school libraries by teachers in preparatory and secondary schools in
Oman. The survey revealed that school 11brar1es held poor collection, especially of audio-visual
material, journals and electronic resources and access to the internet. The study also revealed
that teachers were dissatisfied with library services because they appeared to be poorly
developed and tended to be traditional in char_acter. or card catalogues. Almost all respondents
‘used shelf to shelf browsing as their preferred searching method.

i ‘ Dadiani (2013) studied how teachers use libraries / librarians to meet their information 7
needs with regards to technology and also to identify the constraints on teachers in meetirig
their information needs with regards to technology. It Was,fo:,und that teachers use librarians as
a central rnformation resource when it cornes to technology;;various barriers to this information

resource were identified.




Methodolog'y
Design
The study employed a descriptive survey method. The populatmn of this study

comprised all 314 teachers in nine secondary schools that have functional school libraries in

" Tle-Ife, Osun State, using Total EnumerationSampling Technlque The instrument for data™

collections was a self designed questionnaire titled Utilisation of Library Information Resources
Scale for Secondary School Teachers.” The questionnaire had five sections. Séction Arequired
the respondents’ demographic information like the name of school, type of school, gender,
marital status, and age; Section B: contains questions on the frequency of visit to the library
and reasons for the visit; Section C: Accessibility of School Library Information Resources
Scale, Section D: Utilisation of School Library Information Resources Scalé, Section E:
Satisfaction with School Library Information Resources Scale. The tools that were used to

analyze the data are Percentages and Pearson Correlation Analysis.

Administration and Collection of Copies of Questionnaire
Copies of questionnaire were administered to 314 teachers in the secondary schools that
have functional libraries in Ile-Ife. One hundred twenty teachers filled and returned their

questionnaire. These were analysed using the Statistical package for Social Sciences (SPSS).

Table 1: Secondary Schools with Functional Libraries
Names of Secondary Schools . Population No of
Questionnaire
’ Returned
Ly Adepetu Comprehensive College Ile-Ife | 15 ' 10
3 | Thikunle Lawal College, Tie-Tfe 12 12
3s Ife City College, Ile-Ife 25 S
4. Modakeke High school, Ile-Ife 40 20
5 Odﬁduwa College, lle-Ife ‘ 67 17
6. Olubrogbo High School, Ile-Ife 27 9
7. ‘Royal Comprehensive High School, lle-Ife | 15 9 ]
8. School of Science, Ile-Ife ; 28 18
9 Obafemi Awolowo Univ. International 85 20
school lle-Ife
Total 314 » 120
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Findings

Demographié Characteristics ofRespbndents
Of the 120 respondents that participated in the study 73 (60.8%) were male and the

remaining 47 (39.2%) were female. As regards their marital stétu's, 33 (27.5%) were single while
87(72.5%) were married. Their ages range from 21 year to 61 years. Their mean age was
36.35years with a standard deviation of 8.35years, indicating that majority of the teachers were
middle aged. The mean age of their length of service was 8.32years with a standard deviation ‘of
8. 182 years.

| With rega.rd -to their education qualifications, 1(0.8%) possessed the OND, 11(9.2%)
: possessed the HND, 8(6.7%) possessed the NCE, 77 (64.2%)vp:ossessed the first degree, 7 (5.8%)
A possessed the post-graduate diplomaand 16 (13.3%) possessed the master degree.
'Research Question 1: Frequency of Teachers' Visit to the School Library.

The data in Table 2 shows that 29 (24.2%) of the teachers v:isited the school library daily, 35
(29.2%) of teachers visited the librsi*y once a week, 39(32.5%) of the teachers visited the school
library occasionally. The indication from the data is that ‘th:e daily use of school libraries by
teachsr'is low. Teachers use the library more occésiorially thaﬁ daily use.

Table 2: Frequency of Teachers' visit to the School Library

Frequency Percentage

Déﬂy 29 24 .2

‘Once a week 35 ; | 29.2

Once a month e )9 3 ‘ Al s
(-)ccasionally 39 : | 32.5

Not at all ST B A 6.6

Total ' A 20 ' 100

Research Question 2: Reasons for using the school libraryé

~ The data in Table 3 indicates that 94 (78.3%) of the teashers use the library to seek for
v information, 34 (28.3%) to borrow library books, 33(27.5%) visit the library to prepare lessons
for teaching their students. However, only 8 (6.7%) Visitedithe library to consult the school

- librarian. The data shows that the main reason for using the library was to seek for information.




Table 3: Reasons for using the Library

Reasons | No. Percentage'
1. To seek for inform%tion ' 94 8.3
By | ‘Borrowing library books Bk sty w2 83
=9 Prepare lessons for teaching | 33 o7.5.
4. Study your own books 18 15.0
5. Home work preparation 8 6.7
6. Consult school librarians 8 6.7
Total 120 100

Research Question 3: Duration of teachers sf.ay in the school library during each visit

From the data in Table 4, 48 (40.0%) of the teachers spent less than an hour during each visit to
the library, 40 (33.3%) of the teachers spent between 1 to 2 hours in the librafy; 17 (14.2%) Qf.
the teachers spent 2 to 3 hours in the 1ib£ary. Only 6 (5.0 %) of the teachers spent over 4 hoursin
the library. This indicates a low usage of the library resources among teachers in secondary
schools. |

Table 4: Duration of stay in the library during each visit

Hours No. - Percentage
Less than 1 hour 48 | 40.0
1-2 hours 40 33.3
2 — 3 hours ‘ 17 14.2
3 — 4 hours 9 » 7.5
Over 4 hours . §) : 1)
Total ’ 120 100

Research Question 4: Accessibility to Library information resources of Teachers.

The data in Table 5 shows that the most accessible information sources were the dictionary
45(37.7%). Followed by textbooks 38(31.7%) and encyclopedias 29(24.2%). The least accessible
information sources were atlases 18(15.0%), newspapers 49(40.8%), journals 49(40.8%),
magazine50 (41.7%) and maps 17(14.2%). '




Table5: Acoessibility of Library Information resources to Teachers

Very Readily | Readily Occasionally Not Accessible

Accessible Accessible | Accessible
Dictionary 45(37.7%) 23(19.8%) | 9 (7.5%) 9 (7.5%)
Textbooks 38 (31.7%) 31 (25.8%) | 43 (35.8%) 8 (6.7%) :
Encyclopedia | 29(24.2%) 20(16.7%) | 43(35.8%) 28(23.3)
Atlases ‘19(15.8%) 23(19.2%) 760(50.:0%) 18 (15.0%) |
Newspapers 21(17.95) | 19(15.8) 31(25:8) 49(40?8)‘
Journals 12(10.0) 16(13.3) 43(35.8) 49(40.8)
Magazines 13(10.8) 14(11.7) 43(35;8) 50(41.7)
Maps 22(18.3) 20(16‘.7)" 61(50;.8) 17(14.2)

_ Research Question 5: Utilization of school library Information resources by teachers

. The data in Table 6 show that the most utilized information resource were textbooks 43(35.8%)

These were followed by d1ct1onary 38(31.7%), magazines12 (10 0%), encyclopedia 11(9.2%),

and maps 11(9.2%) The least utlhzed information resource were newspapers 8(6.7%), atlases
8(6.7%) and journals 8(6 7%

__ Table 6: Utilization of School Library Information Resources by Teachers

Used very Used 5 Used Not Used
frequently | frequently | Occasionally | :

Textbooks 43(35.8) 41(34.2) 124(20.0) 12(10.0)
Dictionary 38(31.7) 34(28.3) ’ 33(27.5) 15(12.5)
Encyclopedia 11(9.2) » 29(24.2) 40(33.3) 40(33.3)
Newspapers 8(6.7) 33(27.5) ‘ 34(28.3} 45(37.5)
Maps 11(9.2) 19(15.8) 47(39.2 43‘(35.‘8)
Magazines 12(10.0) —1323(19.2) 36(30.0) 49(40.8)
Atlas 8(6.7) 20(16.7) 42(35.0) 50(41.7)
Journals 8(6.7) 17(14.2) 44(36.7) ‘ 51(42.5)

‘Re*search Question 6: Assessment of teac-hers satisfaction with school library

nformation resources.

materials like atlases dictionary However they were very dlssatlsﬁed with the prov1smn of 0

materials like encyclopedia maps, journals, newspapers textbooks and magazmes 5

23

The data in Table 7 demonstrates that teachers were very sat1sﬁed w1th proVi's;ioh"of fefeiv'erioe’ e




Table 7: Teachers' Satisfaction with School Library Information Resources

Very - Satisfied Dissatisfied | Very
Satisfied Dissatisfied
Atlases 38(31.7) | 41(34.2) 21(17.5) 20(16.7)
Dictionary . 40(33.3) | 35(29.2) 27(22.5) 18(15.0)
Encyclopedia 21{17:5) 26(21.7) 35(29.2) . 38(31.7)
Maps 14(11.7) | 36(30.0) 33(27.5) 37(30.8)
[Journals 17(14.2) | 25(20.8) 37(30.8) 1741(34.2)
Textbooks 17(14.2) | 35(29.2) 24(20.0) 44(36.)
Newspapers 13(10.8) | 29(24.2) 32(26.7) 46(38.3)
Magazines 12(10.0) 23(19.2) 36(30.0) 49(40.8)

Research Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between accessibility and use of

school library information resources of teachers in secondary schools in Ile-Ife.

To test this hypothesis, data collected on accessibility and use of school library

information resources were subjected to Pearson Product Moment Correlation Analysis. The

results are presented in Table 8

Table 8: Correlation between Accessibility and Use of School Librafy Information
Resources
Mean |Std.D. [r | P
Accessibility to library information 120 | 18.30 | 6.091
resources
0.716 | .000
Use of’library information resources 120 | 17.66 | 5.783

Correlation is significant at p <0.05 level.

The data in Table 8 indicate that the correlation between accessibility and use of library

-

information resources is r = 0.716 which is significant at 0.05 level (r = 0.716, p < 0.05). This

implies that there is a significant relationship between teachers' accessibility and use of

information resources in secondary school libraries in Ile- Ife central local government area.

Therefore the stated null hypothesisis rejected.
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Discussion of Findings ;

The study showed that the level of school library usage among teachers was low. Only
29(29%) of the respondents used the library daily. The low usage of the library was also
demonstrated by the few number of hours teachers spent in the library during each visitation.
Majority 38(38 0%) of the teachers spent less than one hour in the library during each
visitation. This finding is in line with that of Mansor &Nor (2011) who reported a low usage of
school library among teachers in Malaysia. | ' B

Furthermore, the results of this study suggest that majority of the teachers used the

library to seek fof information. The most accessible information resource in the school libraries
were found to be dictionaries. This was followed by textbooks, encyclopedias, atlases
newspapers, journals, magazines and maps.

The results of this study indicated that the most utilized information source were textbooks.

These were followed by dictionaries,magazines,encyclopedias,and maps. The least utilized

information sources were newspapers, atlases and journals.

The study showed that the level of teachers satisfaction with the present state of
information resources in the school library was low. They were not satisfied with the provision of
most of the information resources like encyclopedia, maps, journals, newspapers, textbooks
and magazines. However, they were satisfied with the provision of atlases and dictionaries. This
result agrees with that of Bauazza and Al-mufaraji (2005) who reported that teachers were
dissatisfied with library services because they appeared to be poorly developed and tended to be

traditional in character.

The study also indicated that a significant relationship existed between accessibility and -

the use of school library information resources among secondary school teachers. This
suggests that level of teachers' use of school library information resources is a function of their

access to the information resources.

-Conclusion : |

In conclusion, this study has shown that the frequency jof visit to the schoolvlibraries by
teachers was generally low. That teachers visit the school library to seek for information. That
there was a low level of teachers' access and use of school library information resources.
Teachers were generally dissatisfied with the present state of information resources in the
school libraries. In addition, the study established that a significant positive relat1onsh1p

existed between information resources acce331b111ty and ut1l1zatlon among teachers.
Recommendation

libraries in both private and public secondary schools annually this will encourage
teachers to use the library.

2. That old students association of secondary schools should contribute fmanmally and

materially to the development of llbrarles in the1r respectlve schools.
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1. That government should allocate more financial resources for the development of -
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